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Project Description

This project is designed to help teachers more easily integrate the use of primary source
materials into their classrooms. It consists of teaching units on Alabama history
organized in ten chronological/subject areas:

Creek War, 1813-1814
Settlement

Slavery

Civil War
Reconstruction

1901 Constitution
World War I
Depression/New Deal
World War II

Civil Rights Movement

While these units cover some of the most critical and significant periods in Alabama
history, the selected lessons are meant to be representative rather than comprehensive.
These units were designed to augment the study of Alabama, yet they are useful in the
study of the United States, the world, and the social studies in general. The documents
can also be used to supplement the study of other curriculums.

Each unit contains background information for the teacher and is made up of several
lessons. The lessons contain learning objectives, suggested activities, and documents.
Documents are reproduced in the original form and transcribed when necessary. Primary
source materials may be printed and reproduced for classroom use. Lessons can be used
without modification, adapted for specific class use, or entire new lessons and activities
may be created based on the primary source materials provided.

Purpose of the Project

The 1992 Alabama Social Studies Course of Studies emphasized the use of primary
source documents to "enrich the social studies program and enable students to visualize
and empathize with people of other times and places.” These documents help students
vividly understand the feelings and actions of Jeremiah Austill at the Canoe Fight of
1813, of riders on the first integrated buses in Montgomery at the conclusion of the
famous bus boycott, of women nursing wounded Civil War soldiers, and of destitute
Alabama families during the Depression. These documents enrich the study of Alabama
history and the study of all civilizations.



The Alabama Department of Archives and History is the official repository for Alabama
government documents and holds many of the most important books, documents, visual
materials and artifacts that document the history of Alabama and the South. The purpose
of this project is to bring those materials to students, and to organize them in such a way
that teachers can easily utilize them in the classroom.
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Using Primary Sources in the Classroom:

Slavery Unit

Introduction to the Slavery Unit:

No subject in the American past has incited greater discussion and inflamed more
controversy than slavery. From the arrival of the first Africans at Jamestown in 1619,
through the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, to contemporary historical debates, the
presence and enslavement of Africans has been defended, attacked and analyzed. It was
primarily the issue of slavery that thrust the nation into an agonizing and costly Civil War
more than a century ago and the impact of the experience of slavery is still reverberating
through Black and White America today. For people living in the last half of the
twentieth century, it is difficult to comprehend exactly what slavery must have meant to
white and black people over a hundred years ago.

What was slavery like? The answer to that depends on your point of view. There were
good masters and bad ones; there were compliant slaves and reluctant ones; there were
some slaves who were cherished as friends and members of the family and others who
were considered simply possessions. The lessons in this unit view slavery from the
perspective of the former slave, the former slaveholder, and from the legal perspective.
The documents in this unit, while generated in Alabama, are universal in providing some
understanding of slavery.




Lesson 1: Slave Code of 1833

1. Background information for teachers:

The Africane, the first slave ship to bring slaves to the area, entered the port of Mobile in
1721. In 1724 the French Code Noir was extended into the Mobile area and provided the
basic laws and conditions of slavery. Additional laws were passed to regulate slavery
after Alabama became a territory and then a state. The antebellum legal status of slaves
and "free persons of color" in the state of Alabama was defined and codified in the Slave
Code of 1833. The laws discussed runaways, emancipation, sale, and other matters
pertaining to slaves.

2. Learning Objectives:

Upon completion of this lesson, students should be able to:

1.

2.

Describe laws relating to slaves.

Define "free persons of color."

Explain the difference in laws relating to slaves and free persons of color.
Describe the way slaves were treated.

Explain the conditions (laws) of emancipation.

3. Suggested Activities for entire lesson:

1.

2.

Make a classroom set of Document 1, the Alabama Slavery Code of 1833.

Ask students to read the slave codes silently, or if you prefer, read aloud
and have them follow along.

Make a classroom set of Documents 2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7, 8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13,
14, and 15.

Divide students into pairs and distribute a different document to each pair
of students.



Ask students to read their document and then determine which law in the
slave code applies to the circumstances described in their document.
Depending on age and ability of students, you may need to help some of
your students with this activity.

Ask students to write a paragraph stating the issue in their document, i.e.,
bounty hunter, runaway, emancipation, free Negro, etc., and which law
applies and why.

Ask one of the pair to read their paragraph to the class until all documents
have been identified and explained.

For further discussion or homework, ask students to assume the role of the
person in their document and write a letter to the governor of Alabama
about what is happening to them and what they think should be done in
relation to the slave code.

Suggested Activities for Younger Students

Suggested activity #1:

1. Make copies of Document 2 and distribute to students.

2. Ask students what code (law) they think may be pictured here. (See 1833
code, p. 392, ib. Sec. 14/17)

3. What other animals are slaves forbidden to own? (See next law 15/18)

4. Ask students why they think slaves were not allowed to own animals.

5. Write a short story about this picture; color the picture and use it to
illustrate the story.

Suggested activity #2;

1. Define Emancipation for students.

2. Read the law from Document 1 relating to emancipation.

3. List the ways a slave could be emancipated.

4. How did being a "free person of color" differ from being a slave?

5. Read Document 3 .
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6. Why did free persons of color have to have three people act as security?
7. Why was a $1,000 bond necessary?

8. Use your text or other references to find out more about Horace King and
write a paragraph about him. Why do you think King was emancipated?

Suggested activity #3 (close reading activity)
1. Make copies of Document 15 and distribute to the students
2. Ask students to read the document and fill in Worksheet 1.

3. Discuss the purpose of this document. Why do you think it was written?

Documents

Document 1: John G. Akin, A Digest of the Laws of the State of Alabama - 1833,
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lesson1/doc1.html

Document 2: Nathan H. Glick, Pen and ink drawings, LPR 92, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lesson1/doc2.html

Document 3: "An act to Emancipate Horace King, a slave," Acts of Alabama -
1845, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lesson1/doc3.html

Document 4: "An act to authorize Abraham Shanklin to emancipate a certain
slave," Acts of Alabama - 1844, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/
slavery/lessonl/doc4.html

Document 5: "Letter from R.J. Nickels to Dr. W.B. Hall, 15 March 1859,"
William Bonnell Hall Papers, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/
slavery/lesson1/doc5.html

Document 6: "Conveyance certificate, 23 December 1858," William Bonnell Hall

Papers, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lessonl/doc6.html
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Document 7: "Receipt, 25 October 1856," William Bonnell Hall Papers,
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lessonl/doc7.html

Document 8: "Receipt, 15 June 1844," Reuben Bennett Business Records,
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lesson1/doc8.html

Document 9: "Receipt, 29 April 1840," Reuben Bennett Business Records,
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lessonl/doc9.html

Document 10: "Receipt, 10 January 1833," Reuben Bennett Business Records,
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lesson1/doc10.html

Document 11: "Conveyance/Deed of Gift, 1 March 1860," Reuben Bennett
Business Records, Alabama Dept of Archives and History, Montgomery, Al.
Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lessonl/doc11.html

Document 12: "Runaway Notice," Macon Banner, 1845 June 5, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lesson1/doc12.html

Document 13: "Letter from Jas. W. Campbell to Mrs. Hall, 24 July 1860,"
William Bonnell Hall Papers, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/
slavery/lessonl/doc13.html

Document 14: "Letter from ? to W.B. Hall, 4 August 1860," William Bonnell
Hall Papers, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lessonl/
doc14.html

Document 15: "Church certificate, 1859," W.B. Ray Letter and Certificate,
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached
and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lesson1/doc15.html

Document 16: "Clothing the negroes," James A. Tait Memorandum Book, Tait
Family Papers, LPR35, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/
teacher/slavery/lessonl/doc16.html



Code Noir of Louisiana

Code Noir of Louisiana

1724

A Royal Edict Touching on the State and Discipline of the Black Slaves of Louisiana,
Given at Versailles in the Month of March 1724

Louis, by the grace of God, King of France and Navarre, to all present and to come,
Salvation. . . . We have judged that it was a matter of our authority and our justice, for the
conservation of this colony, to establish there a law and certain rules to maintain there the
discipline of the Roman Catholic Apostolic Church and to arrange that which concerns
the state and quality of slaves in the said Isles. . . .

II

All the slaves who will be in our said province will be instructed in the Roman Catholic
and Apostolic religion and baptized. . . .

I

We forbid all the exercises of a religion other than the Roman Catholic Apostolic: We
wish that the offenders may be punished as rebels and disobedient persons to our
commands. . . .

v

No persons will be appointed overseers for the direction of Negroes who have not made a
profession of the Roman Catholic Apostolic religion, under pain of confiscation of the
said Negroes of the master who has appointed them and pain of arbitrary punishment of
the overseers who have accepted the said direction.

\%

We order all our subjects, of whatever condition they may be, to observe regularly
Sundays and Feast days; we forbid them on the said days, from the hour of midnight all
the way to the next midnight, to work or to work their slaves in the cultivation of land or
in all other works on pain of fine and arbitrary punishment for the masters and of
confiscation of the slaves, who will be caught at work. Yet, they [masters] will be able to
send their slaves to market.

VI
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We forbid our whites subjects of either sex to contract marriage with blacks under pain of
punishment and arbitrary fine; [we forbid] pastors, priests, missionaries either secular or
religious, and even chaplains on ships to marry them [white-black couple]. We also
forbid our said white subjects, even freed blacks or those born free, to live in
concubinage with slaves. We wish that those, who will have had one or several children
by such a union, together with the masters who have permitted them, may be sentenced
each to a fine of 300 livres; and if they are masters of the slave by whom they will have
had the said children, they may be deprived of the slave as well as the children, who may
be assigned to the workhouse of the place without the ability ever to be freed. We do not
intend the present article to hold force, however, when a black man, freed or freeborn,
who was not married during his concubinage with his slave woman, will espouse in the
manner prescribed by the church the said slave woman, who will be freed by this means
and the children rendered free and legitimate.

VII

The solemnities prescribed by the Ordinance of Blois and by the Declaration of 1639 for
marriages will be observed with regard to free persons as well as slaves, yet without the
consent of the mother and father of the slave being necessary, but only the consent of the
master.

VIII

We very expressly forbid curates to go on with the marriage of slaves if it does not
appear that they have the consent of their masters. We also forbid masters to constrain
their slaves in any way to marry against their wishes.

IX

The children born of marriages between slaves will be slaves, and if the husbands and
wives have different masters, the children are to belong to the masters of the female
slaves and not to those of the husbands.

X

We wish, if a slave husband has married a free woman, that the children, both male and
female, follow the condition of their mother and be as free as she, notwithstanding the
servitude of their father; if their father is free and the mother a slave, the children are
likewise slaves.

XI
Masters will be bound to bury their baptized slaves in holy ground in cemeteries set aside

for this purpose; with regard to those who will die without having received baptism, they
will be buried that night in some field in the neighborhood of the place where they died.
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XII
We forbid slaves to bear any offensive arms or large sticks . . .
XIII

We likewise forbid slaves belonging to different masters to gather in a crowd either day
or night under the pretext of a wedding or otherwise, be it at their masters’ homes or
elsewhere, and still less on great thoroughfares or remote places under pain of corporal
punishment, which will not be less than the whip and [branding with] the fleur de Lis. . . .

XV

Masters who will be convicted of having permitted or tolerated such assemblies . . . will
be sentenced . . . to pay for all the damage that will have been done in their neighborhood
on the occasion of such assemblies and a fine of 300 livres for the first offense and
double that for the next.

XV

We forbid slaves to offer for sale in a market or to take to their own houses for sale any
sort of provisions, even fruits, vegetables, firewood, herbs, forage for animals, any sort of
grain, or any other merchandise, household things or clothing, without the express written
permission of their masters . . .

XVI

For this purpose we wish that two persons be appointed for each market . . . to examine
the produce and merchandise that will be brought by slaves together with the written
notes . . . of their masters.

XVII

We permit all our subjects living in the country [Louisiana] to seize all the goods borne
by slaves without tickets [written permission] from their masters to return them at once to
their masters if they live in the neighborhood where the slaves will have been captured;
otherwise, the good will be sent at once to the nearest company store to be warehoused
until the masters have been notified.

XVIII

We wish that the officers of our Superior Council of Louisiana send their opinion on the
quantity of food and the quality of clothes that would be suitable for masters to furnish
their slaves; what food ought to be provided them each week and the clothing each year
in order for us to make a decision about it. Meanwhile, we permit the said officers to
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regulate the provision of the said food and clothing. We prohibit the masters of the said
slaves to give them any sort of brandy in place of the said food and clothing.

XIX

We likewise forbid them [masters] to relieve themselves of the nourishment and
subsistence of their slaves by permitting them to work a certain day of the week for their
own account.

XX

Slaves who are not fed, clothed, and kept up by their masters can report it to the
Pocurator General of the said Council or to lesser officers of justice and place their
memoranda in their hands, on the basis of which . . . the masters will be pursued at the
request of the said Procurator General, and without cost; this is what we wish to be
observed regarding the crimes and barbarous and inhuman treatment of masters toward
their slaves.

XXI

Slaves weakened by old age, illness, or otherwise, whether the illness be incurable or not,
will be fed and kept up by their masters, and in case they have abandoned them, the
slaves will be assigned to the nearest hospital, for which the masters will be sentenced to
pay eight sols a day for the nourishment and maintenance of each slave . . .

XXVII

The slave who will have struck his master, his mistress, the husband of his mistress, or
their children, either in the face or resulting in a bruise or the outpouring of blood, will be
punished by death. '

XXVIII

And as to abuse and assault that will be committed by slaves against free persons, we
wish that they be severely punished, even by death if it falls due. . . .

XXXVIII

We also forbid all of our subjects of the said country, of whatever quality or condition
they may be, to engage in, or by their private authority to have others engage in, the
torture or the racking of slaves, under whatever pretext it may be; nor to do them, or to
have others do them, any mutilation, under pain of confiscation of the slaves and of being
proceeded against extraordinarily. We permit them [masters], when they believe their
slaves will have merited it, only to bind them and to beat them with rods or cords.

XXXIX

16



We order the officers of justice established in the said country to proceed criminally
against the masters and overseers who will have killed their slaves or will have mutilated
them while under their power or under their direction and to punish the murder according
to the atrocity of the circumstances. In case their is cause to discharge them, we permit
the dismissal of the masters as well as the overseers without there being need to obtain
from us letters of grace.

XL
We wish that the slaves be considered personal property . . .
XLIII

Yet we wish that the husband, his wife, and their prepubescent children not be able to be
seized or sold separately if they are all under the power of the same master: We declare
null the separate seizures and sales that may be done. . . .

XLIV

We also wish that slaves ages fourteen and under and up to sixty, attached to lands or to
dwellings and actually working there, not to be able to be seized for debts other than one
owing to the price of their purchase, unless the lands or the dwelling might actually be
seized. . ..

(J. Duboys, Recueils de Reglemens, Edits, Declarations et Arrets, Concernant le
Commerce, |’Administration de la Justice, & la Police des Colonies Francaises de
l’Amerique & les Engages, avec le Code Noir et I'Addition Audit Code. [Paris, Chez les
Libraires Associez, 1744-1745], 135-56 passim. The above translation by Douglas
Slawson).
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Worksheet 1

The church was located in County.

The denomination of the Antioch church was

The owner of Mary when she joined the church was

and

The date of this document is

The name of the church clerk was

and
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SLAVES, AND ‘FREE PERSONS OF ‘COLOR. 891

in- this act contained, shall be construed to extend to any keel-boat or This aet not

barge engaged in the navigation of the Mobile, Alabama, or 'Tombeck- baanciuda
bee rivers, or their tributaries. . . e;arlnin
. . nvers.

t

SLAVES, - AND FREE PERSONS OF COLOR.

§ 1. THE general assembly shall have no power o pass laws for the gon. Ala.
emancipation of slaves, without the consent of their owners, or without ('Eﬁ'v%u)' '
paying their owners, previous to such em:mcipatio“u, a full equivalenting,, y -

money for the slaves so emancipated. They. shall have no power to pre- Powars af
vent emigrants to this state [rom bringing with them such persons s :;'-'ge'ﬂ:’:fymlu
are deemed slaves by the laws of any one of the United States, so long as Telation to
any person of the same aga or description shall be continued in slavery* " "

by the laws of this state : Provided, That such person or slave be the

bona fide property. of such emigrants : And provided also, That laws

may be passed to prohibit the introduction into this state of slaves who

have committed high crimes in othér states or territories. 'I'hey shall .

have power to paus laws to- permit the owners of slavesto -cmancipate

them, saving the rights of creditors, and preveuting them from becom-

ing a public charge. They shall have full power to revent .slaves

{rom being brought into this state as merchandise, and also to oblige

the owners of slaves to treat them with humanity, to provide for them
ngcessary food and clothing, to abstain from all injuries to them. ex-

tending to life or limb, and, in case of - their neglect or vefusal to com-

Fly with the dircetions of such laws, to have such slave or slavés sold

or the benefit of the owner or owners.

§ 2. In the prosccution of slaves for crimes of a higher grade than g g,
petit larceny, the general assembly shall have no power to deprive them Trial for
of an-impartial trial by.a petit jury. ) B

§3. Anyperson who shall waliciously dismember or deprive a slave se. 3,

- of life, shall suffer such punishment as would he inflicted in case the fsouiter
like offence had been committed on a free white person, and on the slave.
like 'proof, except in case of insurrection of such slave. R

§ 4. No slave shall bo admitted a witness against any person, in any ieos—(4)
matisr,.cause, or thing whatsocver, civil or criminal, except in criminal e Lot ¢
cases, in which the evidence of one slave shall he admitted for OF bo o withoss

against another slave, . . fﬁ%enp;r'ﬁnve;
§5. No slave shall go from the tenement of his niaster or other 7y, go. &

persen with whom he lives, without a pass, or some letter or token, 3")“‘;5:'",:';1;:
whereby ‘it may appear that he is proceeding by authority from his Wiuwat 5
master, employer, or overseer; if he does, it shall be lawiul for any Pt
rson to apprehend and carry him before a justice of the peace, to be
E;his order punished with stripes, or not at his discretion, not ex-
ceeding twenly stripes. : _
§ 6. I uny slave shall presume to come and be upon the plantation 7. sen. 3.
of any person whatsoever, without leave in writing from his or her planeon-the
*owner or_overseer, not being sent upon lawful business, it shall be any person
lawful for the owner or overscer of such plantation, to givo' or order et
such slave ten lashes on his or her bare back, for every such offence. - ting. ,
§7. No_slave shall 'keep or carry any gun, powder, shot, club, or s & ¢ -
other weapon whatsocver, offensive or defensive, except the tools given ?;::;"33;.”
him to work with, unless he is ordered by his master, mistess, or pans, offen.
overscer, 10 carry. the suid articles from one place 10 another ; but all tivoor defen-
and every gun, weapon, or anununition, found in the possession or

custody of any slave, may be seized by any person, and upon duc
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403 SLLAVES, AND FREE PERSONS OF COLOR.

wenpons  proof made thereof, bafore any justice of the peace of the county or
forfeited 4o "corporation where such seizure shall be-made, shall; by his order, be
thereof. forfcited to the seizer, to his own use; and morsover, ‘cvery such
oflender shall receive, by order of such justice, any number of lashes
not exceeding thirty-nine, on his bare back, for every such offence:
Mey be i Provided, That any jusiice of the peace may grant, in his proper
g"‘:g‘;‘;{',:j county, -permigsion’in wriling 10 any slave, on application of his mas-
in their own. ter or overseer, {0 carry and use & gun and ammunition within the
o g limita of hig said rsaster's or owrier's. plantation, for a term not exéeed-
consent. - ing-one year, and.reyoeablo at any time within such term, at the dis-
cretion of-gaid justice.: - e ’ .
n, §oc. 5. § 8. And to prevent the inconveniences arising from the mecting of
i ‘'slaves, Be it enacted, Thut if any master, mistress, or ovorseer of a
mining . family shall knowingly permit or suffer iny slave not belonging to him.
thelr own, OF her, to be and remain in or about his or her ‘house or kitchen, or
:g;ﬁ";;;;'l'“";,'j upon his or hor plantation, above four hours at any one time, without
* tionn. leave of the owner or overscer-of such slave, he or she so permitting,
shall forfeit and pay ten dollars for every such offence ; and every !
owner or overscer ozx plantation, who shall so permit or sufér more than
five nagroes or slaves, other than-his or her own, to remain upon hisor
her plantation or quartcr atany one time, shall forfeit and pay ten dollars
for each:negro or slave above that number, which said-several forfeitures
shall be to the informer, and recaverible with costs, before any justice
of the peace of the'county or corporation where sich oflence shall be
commiticd : Pronided, ‘F'hat nothing herein contained shall be con-
strued to prohibit'the ncgrocs or slaves pf:one and” the snme owner,
though seated at different yuarters, from meeting with'their owner's or
overseer’s leave, upon any plantation to suéh owner belor‘:gini’g'. nor to
restrain the meetiny of slaves, on their owner's or overscer's business,
at any public mill'; nor'to prohibit- their meeting on uny other lawful
oceasion, by license in wriling from their ownet or overseer, nor theif
going to-chureh, and attending divine service on the Lord’s day, and

between sunrising and sunsetting.

Ib. Sce, 8. § 9. Riots, ronts, unlawful assemblies, trespusses, and seditious
:‘,L‘L‘e’,‘_‘"‘]’n"_’ gpeeches, by a slave or slaves, shall™he punished' with stripes, not ex-

Ished with  cceding thirty-nine, at the discretion-of a justice of the peaco ; and he
" who will, may apprehend and carry him, her, or them, before such

justice.’ ‘
D, 0. 7. § 10. If any white person, free negro or mulatto, shall at any time
Penatty on be found in company with- slaves, at any unlawful meeting, snch -per-

* whits pr » : ) A J . :
for nttgnding son being thereof convicled before any justice of the peace, shall forfoit

::,'1",",}??"0, and pay twenty dollars for every such offence, to the informer, reco-
harbating  vérable with costs before suih justice.

",',“vs'; 8 § 1L Every justice of the peace, upon his own knowledge of such
Poemar  nlawful'meeting, or information thereof to him made within ten days

tha peaco in after, shall issue his warrant to apprehiend the persons so met or as-
:‘I‘“}';;m‘“ sembled, and cousé them to be brought béfore him, or some other
mcctings. . justice of his county oi-corporation, 1o he deall with as this act direuts;
' and every justice failing herein, shall forfeit and pay ten dollars for
Penalty an  every such failire 5 aid every sherifl' or other officer, who shall fail,
sheriflaand y pon knowlédge or information ‘of such meeting; to endeavor to sup-
cornfor oot prags the 'swine, and bring thé offendérs before somé justice of the
e emes® peace to reccive due punishment, shall be liabla to the like penully of
:;‘-;lstmﬂg -ten- dollars; ‘both which penalties shall be to the informer, and reco-
% verdble with' casts, By actioni of debt, in any county or corporation
court ; and-every inder-sherff,‘or consiable who; upon knowledge or
information of such meeting, shall fail to perform his duty in suppress-
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SLAVES, AND FREE PLRSONS OF COLOR. 393

' ipg the.same, and apprehending the porsons so ussembled, shall for-
+* feit and puy ten dollars for every such failure, to the informer, réeo- |
' veruble with costs, before any. jistice. of the county or corpuration
. wherein such failure'shnll be. - o .
| § 12. No person whatsoever shall buy,-gell, or reccive, of, ty, ur {rom 1. S00. 9.
~ aslave, any commodify whatsoever, withont the leave or conseiit pl'gh’,‘;‘:;":"‘;‘;;i‘_'f
' e master, owner, or overseer of such slave, oxpressive of the arti- bited.
| cles so permitied to be ouglt, sold, or bartered. And if any person
i shall presuine to_deal with, any slave, without sneh leave .or consent,:
-he or she so offending; shall (orfeit and pay to the master or owuer of> . _
such -glave, four ‘times the value of the thing so bought, sold, or re- Panatry.
ceived, to be récovered with costs by action upon the ease, in any :
court having cognizance of the same, and shall also forfuit and pay the.
further sum of twenty dollars, to any person. who will sue for the
same, with costs before any justice of the poace- or on failure or re-
fusal 80 1o pay, shall, by order of such Justice; be committed Lo prison,
until he orshc make such payment; and any slave offering. to sell a1y Punistuugnt
article, without leave in writing from his aster or owuer, shall re- S e
© eoive ten luslies, hy order of any justice of the peass before whom he sll, &c. ~
or she is convicted, - ' = g
§.13. If any mnster or owner of a slave, shall license sueh slave 10,45, se. 10,
go at large and wrade os a freeman, the master dr owuer-shall forfuit Mostors not
and pay the sum-of fifly dollars, oné mojety. o the use of ity person thelr slaves
suing for the same, and the other mojety: to the use of the CTFIOTY § freumen,
and if after conviction, such slave shall be found so going ai lurge and:
trading, the master or overseer shall again ba liable to the like penal-
ty, to be recovered us aforesaid, and so, as oflen after conviction ns
«such slave shall be found so guing at large and trading. oo
§ 14. If.any person shall permit his or her slave to go at large, or 4 s 11
hire him or Kcmclf‘Out. every person or persons so ofiending, shall s’ 57,25
forfeit,and pay to the usc of the territory, the sum of fifiy dollars ; and themasives
it shall ‘be lawful for any person o apprehend and carry sugh slave ™
before a justice of the peace, in- the county or corporation where ap- ,
prehended, and if it shall appear-to the justice that such slave comes nods or pro.
within the’ purview of this uct, ho shall erder Jiim or her to the jaitof :‘;'jl‘}:sg dnve
the eounty or corporation, there 10 he sufely kept until the nuxt court, and ownar.
when, if it shall {m umde: to appear to the conrt, thut the slave so or-
dered o jiil hath been permitted or suflered 10 hire him or herself out, ;
contrary to-the meaning of this act, the court shall immediatel pro- T
ceed 1o enter up judgment, and wward execution aminst such offender,
for the amount of »uid forfeiture with costs : Prowided, Thut if-the
owner or Jiolder of such slave -or slaves shall enter into bond before
said justicé, payable to the governor und his successors in oflice, with
sullicient security, in double the umount of said forfoiture, conditioned
to appear at Lhe next county conrt of the -proper connty, to dv and re-
ceive what shall be enjoined him by the court, then such slave may
be suffered to remain with his or her owner: .
§ 15. All runaway slaves miy be lawfully apprehended by any per- . 5412,
o PR ‘ay RUnaway
gon, and carried hefore the next justice: of the peace, who shall gither Ruvavay
commit them 10, the-county jail, or send thewi 1o the owner, if known, to he'dealt:
who shall pay for every slave so taken up, the sum ol six:dollars 1o V™"
the person appreliending him or her, and also all reasonable costs and
charges. . ' -
§%6. And whereas many tUmes slaves run away and lie  out, hid, 6. &o. 13,
and lurking in swamps, wouds, and other obseur: places, killing hogs, Jrrd OF e
and committing ofher injurics to the inhabitants of this territory; there- respar to”
fore, Be it enacted, Thut in all such eases, upou intelligence given of Sy ™
50 s
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394 SLAVES, AND FREE PERSONS OF COLOR. "

two or more slaves lying out as aforesaid, any one justice of the peace
of the county where the slaves are supposed to lurk or to do mischicf,
is requiréd, by warrant, Teciting their nomes and owners’ names if
known, to dircct the provost of the patrols to take such power with
him as he shall think fit and necessary for the effectual apprehending
of such out-lying slave or slaves, and go in search of them, and' upon
their being apprehended, to commit them or any of them, to the jail of .
his county for furiher trial ; and for every such out-lying slave hy him
apprehendéd and committed to jail as aforcsaid, he shall be entitled to
‘Rewordfor’ A yeward of thirty dollurs, to be paid out of the tefritorial treasury,
. ?.5’;":.!‘3',‘,‘.’{.\3 threc-fourths of ‘which sum ghall be reimbursed to the treasury by the
slave. owner of such slave: Provided, 'T'hai if the owner be an inhabitant
of this territory, the said-sum shall he added to his tux for the current
year; and e collected and accounted for in the smne manner as other
public taxes are: And provided also, That any othor person or per-
gons who shall apprchend and commit to. jail us ‘aforesaid, any out-
lying slavc, shall be entitled to the sume reward for every such appre-
hension and commitment. .
Ip. 8ec. 14 § 17. All slaves are herchy prohibited from keeping dogs, under any
Dinvs Peohl* pretence or consideration whatsoever ; and the slave or slaves so offend-
ingdoga.” ing, upon complaint thereof hefore any justice of the peace, shall be
. -punished.with not exceeding twenty-five stripes for every such offerice,
and the master or owner who shall permit his slaves to keep dogs con-
trary to' this law, shall forfeit and pay the sum of five dollars for
each dog so kept, to the nse of the person complaining ; and more-
over, shall make good all damages done by dugs appertaining to, or
kept by any of his or her slaves.

[}

. 800,35, § 18. No slave shall be allowed to own any horse, mare, gelding,
Savea et 2or mule; and if any slave shall actually own such property, the same .

vorse or  shall be forfeited and sold under the dirsction of the court of the coun-
fuare. ty where such property shall he so owned; one moiety of the pro- -
cceds for the use of the territory, and the other moiety 1o any person
mwhat  who will sue for the same. Tt is also forbidden o slaves to keep
manner - hogs running at large, or to keep in enclosures more than they can
ey moy ) s BV A
keep hoge.  conveniently maintain, the number of which to be regulated by the
several owners, and to be distinedy marked, and register thereof made
. for the inspection of any person who shall require to seé ihe same.
1b. Sec. 18 §19. And whereas, it has been'the humane policy - of all civilized
L e uipun. nations, where slavery has been permitied, o protect this useful but
ishuwnt 1o degraded class of men from cruclty and oppression ; thercfore, Be it
on slaves. enacled, 'hat no cruel or unusual punishment shall be inflicted -ou
any -slave within this territory. And any owner of slaves authoriz-
ing or permitting the same, shall, on conviction thereof, before nn
court having cognizance, be fined according to the nature of the of-
fence, and at the. discretion of the'court, in any sum not exceeding
_ two hundred dollars, (or the use of this territory. ,
. Ser. 18. § 20. I any slave shall, at any time, consult, advisc, or conspire
Conirians 1o rebel, or meke - insurrection, or shall plot, or conspire the murder.
rebethon’, ~ of any person or persons whatsocver, cvery such consulting, plotting,
murder, &6 or conspiring shall be adjudged dnd deemed felony, and the slave or
! .. slaves convicted thercof, in manner hereinafter dirceted, shall suffer
“ death, ] .
m. 8o - § 21, The trial of a slave for felony, or any capital offenee, shall
Tra o . be in all respects similar to the"trial of a {ree citizen or inhabitant, for
lony, or cupi- the like offence,! except that the jury, or two-thirds at least thereof,

* But see * Criminal Law,”— Trial of Persons of Color.
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o © SLAVES, AND FREE'PERSONS OF COLOR. 395

empanuelled for such trial, shall be composed of owners of slaves.
And the court-muy take for evidence, the confession of the offender,
the oath of one or'more erédible witnesses, or sych testimony of slaves,
or negroes, with -preguant circumstances, as to them shall seem con-
vincing, - . .
§ 22. When any-slave shall be convicted of any offence within the 7, $es.91.
[ . f . s Bénalit of
benefit of clergy, Jjudgment of death shall not he given .against him clergy.
t * or her npon such conviction; hut he or she shall be branded:on the
face or breast' by the’ jailet in open court, and suffer such. corporal
punishment as the court ghall think it to inflict, except where he' or
shc once had the benefit of this act, and in thosc cases, such slave or
negro shall snffer death-without benefit of clergy.t . '
§ 28. All slaves emancipated shall be liable to be taken by execu- 1805—(3)
tion to satisfy any debt coritracted by the person emancipating them, Lo e
before such emancipation is made. debta con-
§ 24. Any slave in this torritory claiming his or her freedom, shall facted be-
procend by petition to the circuit court of the county where his or her pation.
master or owner shall regide, who, if the slave be in his or her pos- ‘su’m,ﬁ‘m;,y
session, shall enter into hond with. approved security to the governer, guo (or thele
S . . 2 y
ina sum to be adjudged of by the court, that the said slave shall be petition th
forthcoming and subject o the order.of said court, and that he will the ciouit
abide by the judgment the said court may render'in the premises; in Prelimindry
whi¢h .cisc’ such slave shall remain in the service of his dwner, or Proeecdives
person claiming him or her, until the determination of the suif; and )
if-out of the.possession of his or her owner, or person claiming him or
her,,sich slave shall enter into recognizance with sufficicnt security,
to be approved of by the court, to make good to his or her owner all
such costs and durnages as he shall have incurred, in consequence of
the.application of such slave foi the recovery of his freedom, in cose
he eventually fail in substantialing the same, and that he will be .forth-
coming and abide the sentence of the said court : *which power vested (o 1815—3)
in said court, to take bonds and recognizances, may be exercised by ¥ ]
" a judge of the territory, out of court as well as in conrt. . ) .
§ 25.- When any slave shall be committed to the jail of any eounty 19—
a8 a runaway, and such runaway slave shall not be claimed and proved Runaway
by the owner thereof within six months from the first publication stave couw.
of the comimitment of such slave, in some newspaper published in [jitsd 1o,
this territory, it shall he lawful for the sheriff of the proper county to clujmad by
A N . . 8 owner, In
sell said runaway slave at public auction, at the court-honse of his pro- gix moniie:
per county, upon giving at least thirty days’ previous notice of such afer pubii-
stle, by advertisement published in some newapaper in this terrilory, commitment,
at the court-house of the proper county, and at least two other pub. {nny,be sald
lie places within the same; and out of the proceeds arising: from fi
the sale of any runaway sluve as aforesaid, the sheriff shall be entitled
to the same commission and fees ns are allowed in cases of execution ;
and the balance, after paying-all prison fees, and the maintenance of procecds, ar.
said runaway slave while in jail, shall be for the use of the proper ,'i'v::’;‘;;‘:"l:“
county : Provided, Thot if the owner of such runaway slave ahnll,gg to the
after such sule, prove his property in any such slave, the propér coun- Guney: o
ty shull pay to him the amount that shall have been paid into the proof, may
eounty treasury, on account of the sale of such slave, but the right to amount paia;
any slave sold as aforesaid, shall be and remain vested in the purchoser but ot ab|
under the sale made by the sheriff, as aforesaid, any law to the con- sera titla.

trary notwithstanding.

1 But see ‘Crimes and Misdcmcnnors;” § 37, abolishing the benefit of cler.

gy in all respects. . .
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1222—(1%) § 20. It shall not he lawful for any frce negro or mulatto, cithee*
S e ey directly or indircetly, to retail any kind of spirituous liquors within this
to retall gpl- gtute, .
Yoteen.  +§27. Any free negro or mulatto, who shall direetly or indirectly
.Penalty. violate the provigions of this act, shall forfeit and pay tlie sum of ten
» . . dollars for cvery such oflence; “recoverable before any .court having
o ‘competent jurisdiction of ilie same, one half to the informer, and the
, other.half to be paiil into the county treasury. - ‘ ‘
.8 3. §28. Any free negro or mulatto, who shall violate the provisions
punlshment of “this agt, afer having been once convicted and fined, shall, in addi-
offuce.  tion to the find imposed Wy this acf, reccive for every such offence,
‘such corporal-punishiment on his or her bare buck, nut exceeding twen-
ty-five stripes, as may be otdered by the court trying the same: Pro-
vided, that this act shall not.affect any free negro, mulatto, or-other
person, who by the treaty between. the United States and Spain, be-
came a citizen of the United States, or the descendants of any such
person. ‘ ' t
i~ -+ Whereas, great injury and inconvenience are experienced by the
Freamble.  gitizens of many cities, towns, and neighborhoods, in" the state of
‘Alabama, in consequence of the ilicit trade and traffic which is
‘encouraged and carried on, by many evil disposed persons, with the
o slave population ; for remedy whereof, i
st §29,, Beil endcled, §c. 'I'hat no person whatsoever shall buy,
e sitt aell, or reccive of, to, or from, any slave or slaves; any commodity
outtheir of any kind or description whatsoever, without the leave or consent of
Jenve, indict. the: master, owner, or.overseer of such slave or slaves in writing, ex-
ablo, pressing .the articles permitted. to be bought, sold, or-bartered ; or un-
less the master, owner or overseer of auy such slave or slaves, shall
personally authorize the same ; and if any person or persons shall.hny
from, or sell to, or deul, or trade or barter with, any slave or. slaves,
without such consent and permission previously had, given, or obtained,
he, she, or they so offending, shall be subject to indictment ; and upon
renatty.  conviction, shall he fined not less than ten dollars, nor more than one -
hundred dollars, and imprisened in the common jail of the county, not
" . less thai five days, nor ‘move than six months, at the discretiou of the
‘jury by whom thie indictment is-tried, wlo may inflict one or both of
. the aforesaid penaltivs, . ]
1822:(8) § 30. From und after the first day of Fehruary next, it shall .not be
sen. 9. mone 1aWlul for any free person of color 10 seide within the limits of this
of enfor for - gtate ; and should any free person of color, after that time, scutle in this
g "o state, lie, she, or they shall, on notice of this uct, depart within thirty
:ﬁm fir._days, or shall be lishle, on convietion before any Jjustice of the pedce,
o8, to receive thirty-nine lashes ;. and any person may arrcst any such free
_ peison of 'color, and take him or her before any justice of the peace
“". Netdepant. for trial; and if any such free' person of -color shall not depart this
s state withinvtwenty days. after the infliction of the punishment. lnst
after punish. mentioned, he or she shall be liable to*he arrested hy any persou, and
_ menttobe L taken befurea {'ustice of the peace for trinl, and on conviction by
¥ stave for une such: justice, shall be ordered to be sold as a slave for the terin of one
yoar. year for réady money,. ten days’ notice being given of the time of sale,
Procoats,  ONE half of which, after paying all the expenses of the proseeiition,
how appiied: (which hall be to the justice one dollar, the constable two dollars for
. summoning the witnesses, attonding the trial, and selling the said free
'+ person of color, and fifty cents a'day for each day hemay’ keep such
person of color, and fifty cents per day for each.witness who wnay at-
tend the trial,) shall be paid. io the informer, and the other half to the

-slate.  And if any free person of color shall not depart this state within
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"t/,\“aéllly days afler the expiration of said yenr, he or she shall forfeit Remalnin

his or her freedom ; and upon convietion thereof before any cirenit
court of this state, shall, by order of said court, bé sold to thé highest
bidder, and the procceds of the sale of said free negro so forfeiting his
or her freedom, shall go, one half to the informer, and the otlier half
to the state. : ’

]
stlit, may fx: k
sold as a2
slave for titk.

§ 81. Any person or persons who shall attempt to teach any frce 1. sec. 10. -

person of color, or slave, to spell, read, or, write, shall, upon convictjon Fenaity.for .

thereof by indictment, be fined in 4 sum not less than two hundred l;t:::mg .
and fifty dollars, nor -more than .five hundred dollars. - - mave, &6, o

read, &e.

§ 32. Any free person of color-who ghall write for any slave, n pass . Se. 11.

or {ree-paper, on conviction thereof, shall reecive for every such of-
fence, thirty-nine lashes on the bare back, und leave the siate of Ala-
+ bama within thirty days thereafier ; and should he or she again renirn

.ubove limited for his or her departure, on conviction of violating this
provision of the law, he or she shall forfeit his or her liberty, and be

| -80ld as a slave for the term of ten years, by order of any two justices |

of the peace, beforc'whom he or slie may be taken and convicted, ten
days’ previous .notice bcing given of the time and place of sale : one
half of the proceeds of said sale, after paying one dollar each to said
justices, and two dollars to the constable for atfending the trial, and scll-
ing snid free peraon of color, together with all other costs that may.
acerue, shall be paid to the nse of the informer, and the other half to
the use of. the state, )

free-paper, upon conviction, shall receive, on his or her bare back, fifty
lnshés for the first ‘offence, and one hundréd for every offence there-

ha convicted ; and on every conviction, the- owner of said slave shall
pay-one dollur to the justice of the peace, and two dollars to the eon:

- stable for attending the trial and whipping the slave, together ‘with afl
other costs that may lawfully acernc ; and any persons may arrest any
slave. so offending, and take him or her before any justice of the peace
for trind.

county where auch offence shall be committed, shall receive on his or
her.-bare Back, thirty-nine lashes-well laid on.

ceivo fificen lushés, and for cvery subsequent offence, thirty-nine

compauy who may fifid said free niegro or person 6f color, in any
kitchen, out-house, or wegro-quarter, nssociating with slaves without
such written permission, '

1
1

Tenalty on
free person of
colar for wri.
ting pass or
Rt ‘ A free-paper for
to the state of Alahamn, or be found within the ‘same after the time stave.

§ 33:, Any slave who shall write for any other slave, any. pass orﬁ.sn. 2 -
nalty on
slave rgr wri-
ling pars or

after, by order of any justice of the peace hefore whom he or she may fTee pover r

§ 34. If any free negro or person of color shall buy of any slave, or n. &. 1.
sell to any slave, any article or commodity whatsoever, without & fenulty on
written permission from the master, ownar, or overseer of said slave, or
designating the article so to be bought or sold, said free negro or per- o
gon of color, upon. conviction thercof, heforc any magistrate of the slaves.

s Negrona,
persany of 1

r, for
fng with

§ 35. If any free negro or person of color shall-be found in compa- n. se. 1.
ny with uny slaves in any kitehen, out-houss, or negro-quarter, “with- :;'!"c‘:"gﬁ'gr‘j’
out a written permissiois from the owner, mastor, or overseer of snid biddentoas.
slaves, said-free negro or person of color shall, for the first offence, re- fwinte with
Inshes, on his or her hare back, which may be inflicted by said inas- e punish-

ter, owner,.or overseer, or by any officer or merfiber of any _patrol ment.

§ 86. 1t any slave, withont a written -permission 'of the master, 18 $m. 10,
owner, or overseer of said sluve, shall ho found in company. with. a fome pun:
free negro or person of color, in the dwellirig-house or authouse of said sve o
freo negro or person of “color, snid free negro:or person of color shal) bum P

. ’ . persan of -

Document 1: John G. AKkin, A Digest of the Laws of the State of Alabama - 1833,
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, Page 8
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308 SLAVE-TRADE.

receive the same pnishment, in the same manner, as-i8 prescribed by
the provisions of the fiflcenth section of this act. ~

Ib, Bee. 17, § 87. Tt shall not be lawful, for more than five male slaves, either
More thin vwith or withont passes, to agsemble together at any place ofl’ the'pro-

saves o per plantation to which they belong; and if any slaves do so assemble
! % togrether, the same shall be deemed an unlaw(ul nssembly.
Ib. Bee. 18, ¢ 88. It shall be the duty of all patrols and officers, civil and mili-

Unlawil de- tary, forthwith. to cause said slaves so assembled, to disperse; and
Yo disperscs €ach of snid slaves so assembled, shall be liable to receive any number
by pitsnte  of lashes; not cxceeding ten : and any slave.who may ance be pun-
nd other . . . 3 . . -

fcors - ished for attending such. unlawful assembly, and shall again offend

‘e puniah: Larein, shall be liable to be punished at the discrotion of any miyis-

ment. . . . +

trate” before whom he may be carried for trial, by stripes not exceed-

ing thirty-nine. . ,

b &30 6 39. “The provisions of this act ghall not. apply to ‘any assemblage
onblicatow- of slaves, attended by the mauster, owner, of overseer of such slaves.
o s0s. - § 40. Nothing in this act shall be so construed, as to {n'event free
:iln\'c:i‘f:d. eraons of color and slaves from attending places of. public worship
muic wor. held by white persons. . _ .
e § 41. Nothing in the provisions of the seventeenth scction of this

E\plnn;??i'u.. act shall be so construed, s to debar the master or OwWnCr: of slaves
of Ik s from sending to his neighbor or ‘neighbors aoy slave or slaves unac- .-
companied by master, owner, or oversecr, for the purpose of assisting
him or them to lubor. :
&.f;f{ﬁ'r § 42. 1f any slavc or free person of color shall prgach to, exh.oyt, or |
o e ora.. harangue any slave or slaves; or frée persons of color, unless in the'
den o preuch pregence of ‘five respectable slave-holders, any such slave or.free per-
et varsoma S0 Of color so offending, shall, ou conviction hefore any “justice of the
ggﬁ‘(‘""l“‘"r‘::‘ peace, receive, by order of gaid justice of the peuce, thirty-nine lashes
o N ffive for thefirat offence, and fifty lashes for every offence thereafter; snd
save-hold: qny person may arrestany such slave or frec person of color, and-ake
Prighment. him before a justice of the peace for trial: Provided, That the negroes
- go haranguing or prcaching, shall be licensed thereto, by some regular
body of professing Christians immediately in the neighborhood;” and

to whose society or church such negro shall properly belong.

c———
1

SIAVE TRADE:

wi—®  § 1. Anv slave or slaves bronght or imported into this territory, con-
*;{,':‘,'g;ﬁn'“" trary to the laws of the United States, in such case made and provid-
Brary 1o the ed, shall'be condemned by, any superior court of this teiritory, within

'1';'“5”12‘{5 whose jurisdiction the said slave or slaves shall be brought or he seiz-

b tondemned ~ ed, upon libel filed in the said court; and shall be suld by the proper.
‘ e officer of the court to the highest bidder, at publie auction, for ready
.moicy, after advertising the ine and place of such sale, in some
.newspaper in this territory, at least fiflecn days previous thereto.

Procendsto  § 2. The residue of the money arising from the sale, after deduct-
B re e w1, ing the costs of snit. shall be paid, onc half to;the collector of the
" leetor of the_customs within whose district the said slave or slaves shall have been
customse: and i o, and the other hall into the territorial treasury. But in case
there shall have been an informer, one half of the amount directed 0
‘ be paid to the collectog of the district, shall accrue and.belong to said

o Bw are§8 informer.® » .o
fgg;‘;.(;;) § 3. The govemor of this state is authorized and required 0 appoint
Se.1. " gome guitable person, 08 the agent of the state, to reccive ull ahd overy

+

Document 1: John G. AKkin, A Digest of the Laws of the State of Alabama - 1833,
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STOCK—oOF THE STATE OF ALADAMA.  * 399

glave or slaves, or persons of color, who may have been brought into Govarnor ta
this state-in violation of tha laws of the Unitcd States, prohibiting the JPPcts
slave.trade: Provided, That. the anthority of the said agent’is not 1o ceive alaves.
extend to slaves who have been condemncd and sold.
" § 4. The governor is required to take such bond or bonds from the s, see. 2.
said agent or other person, into whosc possession the said slaves may AR T

+  be placed, in such amount, and with such conditions, as he may decm give bond.
hecessary to ensure their safe keeping and proper treatment.

§ 5. Tlie said slaves, when placed in the possession of the state ‘as 1. se. 3,
aforesaid, shall be employed on such public work or works, ws shall manes to b
be desméd by the governor of most valuc and uility to the public in- pubtic works.

. terest. . .

§ 8. Such part of the said slaves shall be hired out as will be sufli- . See. 4,
cicnt 1o defray the expenditures necessary to the maintenance and sup- heir tai-
port of those. employed on the public works as aforesaid.

"~ § 7. Inall cages in whieh a decres of any court having competent r. sw. 5.

suthority, shall be iu favor of any claimant or claimants, the said Homdie- .

slaves s{all be truly and faithlully, by said agent, delivered to such ior decres.
claimant or clsimants; but in_cnse of their coudemnation, they shall

be sold by such agent for cash to the highest bidder, by giving sixty

days’ notice i a newspaper, printed at Caliawba, Mobile, Tuscaloosa,

. Huntsville, and Florence. .

: § 8. The mouey arising from such sale. or sales, shall be poid into 7. Sec. 6.

the treasury of the state, except one-fourth thereof, which shall be. paid Froceeds

N . paidinlo the
to the informer, if there be one. treasury.

§.9. Noinformer shull be enttled to receive any part of the moncy 7. Sr. 7.
arising from any such sales, except by virtue of the decree of the Julgo em.
judge of the eircuit court of the eounty into which such slave or slaves feero on
may have been first brought; and the cireuit judges of this state are i
expressly authorized 1o try and decide all conflicting claims set up by formora.

informers in relation to said slaves.

§ 10. Tt ghall be the duty of the said 'ageint to ask for, and demand rs. Sec, 8,

eaid .slave or slaves of any person or persons in whose Posséasion AT fa do.
they may be:found. R - ' '

STOCK=—or TuE STATE 0r ALADAMA.

§ 1. THE certificates of stock ereated in obtaining loans for the usc ea_g
of the state in pursiance of any of the laws herstofore passed for that Jtate stackt
purpose, and. of all stock whic{ may hereafter be erented by the state, cndereament,
shall be assignable by endorsement made by the legal holder thereof, or
by gransfer in 2 book or baoks of the bunk of the state of Alabama, made
by the lggal holder, or his ayorney authorized by power duly authenti-
cated ; and it shall be the duty of the president and directors of said
bank, to canse hooks to be kept for the purpose aforesaid ; whéreiu also
shall he kept an accowit of the suid stock, and of all payments of prin-
cipal and interést thereon, and -of renewed certificates of stock, that
may be igsued in. virtne of this act,

§ 2. In casc any of the said certificates shall be lost or destroyed, Manner of
the same may be renewed in the manner following, to wit: proof of jchewiug,
such loss or destruction, and an aflidavit declaring ﬁw property thereiy eate.
e bona fide in the applicant for renewal, shall be made lLiefore a
judge of the circuit court of this stale, or of any state of the United i
Stales, or before a judge of the supreme or any district court of the .
United States, which proof shall be certificd by such judge, togetlier ]

Document 1 John G. AKkin, A Digest of the Laws of the State of Alabama - 1833,
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Whueas, it appears Ly the potition of Johu. Godwm, Ann
I; Godwin, aind- Williain C. Wai hit, that it is: their intention: to
epancipate and set {ree Ht)r'ma I;md of Ru:sell couuty.,‘
k‘hurelme, , v Je

Sec(mn 1. Je enar(r:d by lfcc szm‘e mzd ,Hmwa oj l’f’prescn«-
tatives of the >smw tgj Alabanm, in- General HAssembly comvened,
That the a;id Homw Kiug i§ hereby declared to be free. and’:‘
his emmclpanon 1s hereby cmlﬁl’q}ed aud the said, Homqe

g
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[ng shuII n@t ho rcqmr@d to leave the Statc of. Alabama, upent
[the conditivn’ that the sitid Joht Godwiu, Aou H. (:ogwm I
Wllham C. Wright, of any oue of them, shull entér into éqotdl
with- approved sacurlty, to the. Jndge of the County Court, of
[l{ussell 10.the-siim of one thousand dollars ; conditioned thq't
the said liomec: King shall never bccdmu a Lharo'e to lhl$ 'qta;tg;

rur uny eolnly or town thereln. | o L v
A;ap;oved,sd liﬂbrparyg sflm R oo T T
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Document 3: "An act to Emancipate Horace King, a slave,”" Acts of Alabama - 1845,
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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Ne.37] AN ACT

To .'autho,tigé‘t Abraham;S,hahklini to emancipate a cerlain slave DR

e e - —— e ey ——— - — R U R

=

e

-

" . thirein named, -

Section 1..Be il enacted by the Senate and House of° Rep-
resentatives of the Slate of Alabama in. General Assembly
convened, That Abraham Shanklin, a free ‘than of. color, of the Abrahom

County of Mobile, be, and he is hereby puthorized to manumit Sbanklin- au-.

and set free his wife, Keissey; rescrving the rights of credit,ors,,i:;:gf;;?h“;ﬁ@

and on theé express condition, that he, the soid Abraham Shanklin, ywife,
shall give bond in‘the sum of one thousand dollars, with. two = * -
good ard sufficient securities, Lo be approved by the Judge of the

County Court of Mobile County, and payable to the Governor

of this State;.and his successors in.office ; conditioned, that the

said Keissey shall never become a charge to this State, or-any \
city, town, or county thereiu: Jnd provided, They shall con- Proviso. -
tinue to reside inthe County cf Mobile, unless the condition of” :

said bond be forfeited.
Approved, 13th January, 1844, -

1 WU U O P - g o e SO PR - RSN e e ———

Document 4: ""An act to authorize Abraham Shanklin to emancipate a certain
slave," Acts of Alabama - 1844, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama.
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Document 8: "Receipt, 15 June 1844," Reuben Bennett Business Records, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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Document 9: "Receipt, 29 April 1840," Reuben Bennett Business Records, Alabama
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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Document 10: "Recelpt 10 January 1833 " Reuben Bennett Business Records,
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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Records, Alabama Dept of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 1.
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Document 11: "Conveyance/Deed of Glft, 1 March 1860 " Reuben Bennett Busmess
Records, Alabama Dept of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 2.
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" RUNAWAY. l

COMMITTED tothe!
Jau of Clyrke county and
Suate of Ala, by William l
Pickett, Esq. an acune |
Justice of the Peace. an |
, the 10th day of My 1845 |

Hom. 2 negro wion, nomed |

, NED, ‘
apd says he belongs to John Hambell. -!,
who lives in Marignna Fickson  coun-
county, ¥lorida—suys he runiawoy abﬁgg |
the first of April fast, o= ﬂ*«"?’% 55\ @Wl@? ol
years of age, five feet 8% inches hﬁ-lgi_?-’h“~1l
dark complected, ~stovt buill. 1Has oncy
. upper front tooth missing, a sear Ov :""{_’@r
 bock of his Jeft wrist, und has the Afei |
“¢an marks across his breass, and sy ~|
they ore family morks be was brousht,
from Virginia, last (il te New Oi lesis. |
The owner is_requested to come for wazd ;
pay charges and take him away, oF mul }
stave will be sold 1o pay Juil fees, agree-

- adbly m_lei?g ?mlwei in such cases wade
and provided, : o ‘

#hd pet JAMES SAVAGE, Jailer.

Moy 27, 1845, —25m6

S S —.

Document 12: "Runaway Notice," Macon Banner, 1845 June 5, Aiabéma
Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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Document 13: "Letter from Jas. W. Campbell to Mrs. Hall, 24 July 1860," William
Bonnell Hall Papers, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama.
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Document 14: "Letter from ? to W.B. Hall, 4 August 1860," William Bonnell Hall
Papers, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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Document 15: "Church certificate, 1859," W.B. Ray Letter and Certificate,
Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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Document 16: "Clothing the negroes," James A. Tait Memorandum Book, Tait
Family Papers, LPR35, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama.
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Lesson 2: Point of View of Former Slaves

1. Background Information for Teachers

During the Great Depression of the 1930s interviewers for the Federal Writers' Project ,
the majority of whom were white, talked to many elderly African-Americans about their
experiences as slaves. These interviews were unique since it was the first large-scale
attempt to study slavery from the point-of-view of ex-slaves. The interviews were
structured according to guidelines handed down by the Federal Writers' Project's national
office. Workers were told that "The criteria to be observed are those of accuracy, human
interest, social importance, literary excellence. It may not be possible to combine all these
in any one story. However, accuracy and literary excellence should be present in all."
(Brown & Owens, 59) The original interviews were written in folk language. Some
interviewers transcribed the folk language, as best they could, with explanatory words in
parenthesis; some wrote about what was told to them; others compiled a combination of
both. While the narratives have inherent problems, such as the passage of time between
the events and interview, and the racial and personal dynamics between the interviewer
and interviewee, they remain important firsthand evidence of what slavery was like from
the point-of-view of former slaves.

For additional Alabama slave narratives and other related published primary documents
see:

Brown, Virginia Pounds and Laurella Owens. Toting the Lead Row: Ruby Pickens
Tartt, Alabama Folklorist. Tuscaloosa: The University of Alabama Press, 1981.

Griffith, Lucille. Alabama: A Documentary History to 1900. Tuscaloosa: The
University of Alabama Press, 1968, Chapter 5.

Pennington, James W. C., A Narrative of Events in the Life of J. H. Banks, an
Escaped Slave, from the Cotton State, Alabama, in America. Liverpool, Eng.: M.
Rourke, Printer, 1861.

http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/penning/menu.html

2. Learning Objectives:
Upon completion of this activity, students should be able to:

1. Discuss the legal status of slaves and free people of color.

ERIC L




2. Identify common concerns of slaves, i.e., work, food, family, etc.

3. Identify the roles (or status) of field hands, house servants, artisans, etc.
4. Analyze the importance of religion to slaves.

5. Analyze the strengths and weaknesses of oral history.

6; Understand the importance of oral traditions in African American history.

7. Understand that each generation writes its own history and interprets it in
relation to its own experiences.

3. Suggested Lesson:
1. Make copies of Documents 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5.
2. Divide the class into three groups, distribute narrative to each group.

3. Ask students to read the narratives silently, or because of the dialect, you
may need to read aloud and have students follow along.

4. Define "patrol."
5. Then, have students work together in their group to make a list of topics
mentioned in narrative, i.e., work, clothing, shelter, punishment, family

life, free time, etc.

6. Ask a reporter from each group to write their list on the chalkboard.

7. Discuss the similarities and differences.
8. Which of the topics are facts? Which are point of view?
a. what problems are inherent in first-hand accounts?
b. are the persons being interviewed influenced by the interviewer?

c. consider the time period (Great Depression) when the interviews
were being recorded.

DOCUMENTS:

Document 1: "From Carolina to Alabama," Federal Writers' Project Slave
Narratives - Colbert County #1, WPA Records, Box 5, Alabama Department of
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Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/ slavery/lesson2/doc1.html

Document 2: "Stephen Varner - Ex-Slave," Federal Writers' Project Slave
Narratives - Coosa County #3, WPA Records, Box 5, Alabama Department of
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lesson2/doc2.html

Document 3: "Charlie Aarons, Ex-Slave," Federal Writers' Project Slave
Narratives - Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lesson2/doc3.html

Document 4: "Dolph Parham - Ex-Slave,"” Federal Writers' Project Slave
Narratives - Greene County, WPA Records, Box 5, Alabama Department of
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at
http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/lesson2/doc4.html

Document 5: "Dem Days Wuz Hell," Federal Writers' Project Slave Narratives -
Mobile County #6, WP A Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/
teacher/slavery/lesson2/doc5.html
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"FROM CAROLINA TO ALABAMA" 7~ ?/’

tingo hite, July 20th, 1858. Chester, S. Caroliné\:%i

My dbirth place wuz in Chester, S. Carolina. A very little uv my life
wuz spent there. I wuz raised in Alabama. ¥hen I wuz er bout four er five . '
yeors old, I remember thet I wuz loaded in er wagon wid er lot more people in,
Whar I wuz HBound I don! know, What ever bécome uv nmymother and father I don'
know until er few years ago.

One mornin' in March as I wuz told, there wuz er lot uv slave '
speculators bhere in Chester tee buy .some slaves fer some Alabamalans, Well do
I remember thet I wiuz taken up on or stand and er lot uv people come er round
and felt my muscles, arms and legs and chest, and ast(asked) me er 1ot uv
questions. I wuz passed up by nearly all duv inese men cause I wuz jest er chil
efore we slaves wuz takeh ter de tradin post Ole Masser Crawford, and I know
all de rast uv de slave holders too, told us ter tell every body thet ast(aske
) us if we'd éver been sick, to »te.’ll tem thet we'd never been sick in our
1ife. We had ter tell'em all sorts uv lies fer ocur Master or olge take er
beatin. We wuz scared not ter t&ll 'em any thang else.

I wuz jedt er little thang; teken er way from my mother and father,

<\,jeet when I needed 'em moat. Thoe only care thet I hador ever knowed anythang

- er bout wvuz given ter mae, a friend uv my fathers gid hit ter me,His name vuz

John White. My dad toid him ter take care uv me fer him. John wuz er
fiddler. lany er night I woke up ter f£ind myself eleep twix his legs while he
wuz playin fer er dance fer de white fofkea. My fathhr and mother wuz sold £rol
each odder too, de.same time as I wuz sold. Iuse ter wonder if I had any broth
brothers and alatera, as I had alwaye wanted some.A few years later I found ou
thet I d4idn't have any.

I will never fergit the trip from Chester ter Burleson. I wouldn't

' remember 8o well I don't guess, but I had er big ols sheep dog name "Trailerl
| He follered(followed) right in back uv dd wagon dat I wuz in. I wuz aettin in
: de back end so I could watch him, like er chile will watch his dog. We had ter
; oroop er wide stream uv water thet I took ter be er river. When we started er
! cross ole "Trailer' never stopped follerin( following). I wuz watchin' him
\ close 30 if he gived ocut I wuz goin ter try ter git him, He di?‘i ﬁive cut,” he
to didn' even have ter swim. He Jest walked er long and lapped the, y e or dog
will do. I wugz fraid he wuz goin ter git drownded(drowned), but the water neve
{_ even made him swim. - .

John took me and kept me in de cabin wid him. De cabin 4idn' have no
furniture in hit lack(like) we has to=day. De bed wvuz er one legged bed. Hit
wuz made in de conner{corner) uv de room, wid de leg settin' out in de middle
uv de floor: A plank wuz runnod twix de iogo uv de cabin and nailed ter de pos
on de front uv de bed. Across de foot er nodder(another) plank wuz runned inte
de logs and nailed ter dis leg, den some straw or coran shucks wuz piled upon
dio fer er mattreea. We used any thang thet we could git fer kivver(cover),

De table had two legs, de legs set out to de front while de back part wuz
nalled ter de wall. We didn' have no stove. Thar wuz er great big fire place
whar de cookin wuz done. We didn' have ter cook tho unless we got hungry after
sugper had been served at de house. We wuzn't(wasn't) spose(suppose) ter cook
a'tall (at all) , but we did some times when we got hungry. If we had been cau
(caught) I spoase we would uv got er beatén. '
- I wvuezn't notting (nothing) but er chile durin slavery, but I had ter
work de same as any man, I went ter de field and hoed c¢otton, pulled fodder
! and picked cotton wid de.rest uv de hands. I kept up too ter keep ‘from git,t!.nf
] any gaahee dat night when we got home, I wugn't very old, but I wuz 'big in .~
atatue, In de winner(winter)I went ter de woods wid de men fokea(folks)ter
help git wood,or ter git sap from de trees ter make turpentine and tar. If we
didn' do 4at we made charcaal ter run de black-smith shop wid. '

Document 1: "From Carolina to Alabama," Federal Writers' Project Slave
Narratives - Colbert County #1, WPA Records, Box 5, Alabama Department of
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 1.
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" Jest when I needed 'em most. The only care thet I hador ever knowed anythang

. even mede him swim, ,

| o i el
"FROM CAROLINA TO ALABAMA" A

==y

Tuntan
Ningo White, July 20th, 1858, Chester, S. Carolina.

My birth place wuz in Chester, S. Carolina. A very little uv myy life
wuz spent there, I wuz raised in Alavama. When I wuz er bout four er rive '
years old, I remember thet I wuz loaded in er wagon wid er lot more people in.
Whar I wuz bound I don' know. What ever beécome uv mymother and father I don'
know until er few years ago,

One mornin' in March as I wuz told, there wuz er lot uv slave = -
speculators hhere in Chester tee buy .some slaves fer some Alabamaians, Well do
roemember thet I wuz taken up on er stand and er lot uv people come er round
and felt my muscles, arms and legs and chest, and ast(asked) me er 1ét uv ,
guestions. I wuz passed up by nearly all dv these men cause I wuz Jest er chil
efore we slaves wuz takéh ter de tradin post Ole Masser Crawford, and I know
all de rest uv de slave holders too, told us ter tell every body thet ast(askem

) us 1f we'd ever been aick,xo,teil 'em thet we'd never been sick in our
life., We had ter tell!'em all asorts uv lies fer our Master or else take er
beatin. We vuz scared not ter t&ll 'em any thang else.

I wuz Jjedt er little thang; taken er way from my mother and father,

er bout wuz given ter ma, a friend uv my fathers gid hit ter me.His nama wuz
John White. My daddy told him ter take care uv me fer him. Joln wuz er
fiddler. lMany er night I woke up ter find myself eleep twix his legs while he
wuz playin fer er dance fer de white fotkes. My fathbr and mother wuz sold froi
each odder too, de.same time as I wuz sold. Iuse ter womder if I had" any bro
brothers and aiatera, as I had always wanted some.A few years later I found ou
thet I 4idn't have any.

I will never fergit the trip from Chester ter Burleson. I wouldn't
remember so well I don't guess, but I.-had er big ole sheep dog name "Traller!
He follered(followed) right in back uv dd wagon dat I wuz in. I wuz settin in
de back end so I could watch him, like er chile will watch his dog. We had ter
ocrosp er wide stream uv water thet I took ter be er river. When we started er
cross ole "Trailer" never stopped follerin(following). I wuz watchin' him
close 80 if he gived out I wuz goin ter try ter git him, He di?)i',. ﬁive out,” he
didn' even have ter swim. He jJest walked er long and lapped the, ke er dog
will do. I wuz fraid he wuz goin ter git drownded(drowned), but the water neve

John took me and kept me in de cabin wid him, De oabin 4idn' have no
furniture in hit lack(like) we has to=day. De bed wuz er one legged bed. Hit
wuz made in de connei{(corner) uv de room, wid de leg settin' out in de middle
uv de floor, A plank wuz runncd twix de iogo uv de cabin and nailed ter de pos
on de front uv de bed. Ac¢ross de foot er nodder(another) plank wuz runned inte
de logs and nailed ter dis leg, den some straw or corn shucke wuz piled upon
din fer cr mattrees. We used any thang thet we could git feir kivver(cover).

De table had two legs, de legs set out to de front while de back part wuz
nalled ter de wall, We didn' have no stove, Thar wuz er great big fire place
vwhar de cookin wuz done. We didn' have ter cook tho unless we got hungry after
supper had been served at de house. We wuzn't{wasn't) spose(suppose) ter cook
a'tall (at all) , but we did some times when we got hungry. If we had been cau
‘(cought) I spoae we would uv got er beatén.

- I wuen't notting (nothing) but er chile durin slavery, but I had ter
work de same as any man. I went ter de field and hoed cotton, pulled fodder,
and gicked cotton wid de.rest uv de hands. I kept up too ter keep ‘from gitt '
eny lashes dat night when we got home. I wuzm't very old, btut I wuz big‘in .
statue. In de winner(winter)l went ter de woods wid de men fokes(folks)ter
help git vood,or ter git sap from de trees ter make turpentine and tar. If we
didn' do dat we made charcaeal ter run de blacke-smith shop wid. . :

Document 1: "From Carolina to Alabama," Federal Writers' Project Slave
Narratives - Colbert County #1, WPA Records, Box 5, Alabama Department of
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 1.
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o "PROM CARCLINA TO ALABAMA" o

De white fokes(folks) wuz very cruel terus. Dey would whup us er bout de
lent 1ittle thang(thing). Hit wouldn' er been o bad if we had er had
comforta, tut ter live lack §like) we did wuz er nouf(enoughl ter make any
body- ter, soon as ter be dead,as ter put up wid whut we had ter eal ‘and.wear
De white fokes{folks) to0ld us thet we wuz born ter work for dem and dat we
wuz doin fine at dat, :
De next time dat I saw my mammy I wuz er great bdg boy. Dare wuz. er 1
woman on dgnglape dat ever-body called mammy,(Seline White). One day 2
cgullve’& 'm:w aaidéﬁingoidyar s tu commin'. I said, I thot(thought) thet
y 2 MAMmY e sald, no I aint yer mamny,.yer mammy ie way er way fram
here, I couldn' believe thet I hed er nodder(qnotzer) memny. I gzvez‘- 't.g‘h
(thought) uv whut mammya (Selina) said chy more. One day I wuz settin down
at de barn when I looked up and saw er wegon commin up de lane, I didn' have
de least idea thet my mamamy wuz in hit or dat ghe wuz even commin', I stood
er round lack( like) er chile will, when somethin $8 is er bout ter happen.
Yhen de wagon got to de house my mammy got cut and broke and run to me and
throwed her arms er round my neck and hugged and kissed me. Inever even
put my amms er round her or nothing uv the sort, I Jjest stood.there lookin!
&t _her, She said, son ain't yer glad ter sec yer W I looked at her and
(1 walked off. Mammy(Selina) called me and told me thet had hurt ny mamy'S'
feelin's, and thet dis woman wuz my mammy. I noticed thet ever vhar I went- .
thet she had her eyes on me. I went off end studdied over de whole thang,
I daidn' believe dnt dis woman wuz my mammy. After I had studied over de thang
T begin ter remember thangs. I thot{thought) uv Trailer, the trip in de -
wagon, and de streem uv water, I went to Selina end aatjfasked) her how long
1t had been since T hed seen my mammy, She told me thet I had. been er wey
from her singe I wuz Jest er little chile. I made up my mind dat I wuz goin
ter f£ind out 4e truth er bout de whole thang. I 'went to my mammy and told
her dat I wuz sorry thet I hadd done what I 4id and thet thangs turned ocut
lack dey did, I t0ld her 8at I would lack(like) fer her to ferglt and f,ergivel

me fer e way I acted when I fust(firat) saw har. I told her thet 1 thot
(thought) dle odder woman wuz my moamiy and dat I had ecalled her m%qur
since I could remember. After I hed talked wid my real mammy, ahe told me
uv how our family had been broken up, end how she cried de day dat dey took
me in de wagon and left. She sanid da‘; she atood and looked after de wegon I
. til hit wuz clean out uv sight., Den sha told me dat she hadn't seed my fathern
{  eince he wuz eold. I grew to love my mammy as do time rolled on. I did ever |
thang I could ter help her git her task done/. My mammy never would uv séen |
me .no more if de Lawd(Lord) hadn'er been in de plan, Tom Whites dmghter |
married one uv mr, Crawford's sons. They lived Virginie,.Back den wamen '
tried ter live desecent. It wug er custom fer women ter come hore when ever
their husbands died or quit dem, Mr, Crawfords son died, and thet throwed 1
her to have to come Lome. My mother had been Jer mald, so when she got ready
ter come home she bought{brought) my memmy wid her, o .
Hit wuz herd back in Aem days.Ever mornin' fore day bredk yer hnd ter
be up and ready ter git to de field. Hit wug de same ever day in de year
¢« except on sunday, and den we vuz gitiin up earlier then the fokes do now on
monday, What ever de driver said we had to do. Da drivers wug hard too,
‘Dey could any whut ever dey wanted to and yer conldn! eay nothin' fer yer
self, Yer wuzn' 'lowed (allowed) to say nothin, if you did you got one uv
de worst(worse) bentenn yer ever had. Some how or odder(other) we had er
inatinct thet we vuz goin ter be free. In de evend® when de days work wugz
dane de slaves would be found locked in deir(their) cabins prayin fer de
Lawd(Lord) to free dem lack(like) he did de chillun uv Ierael. If dey didm
lock up de maagser{master) or de driver woukd uv heerd(heard)dem and whugpe,d
(whipped) em. De slaves had er way uv puttin er wach pot in de-door uv dei ,

|
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cabin ter keep de gound in de house. Iremember once ole Ned White wus
cant{caught) prayin. De drivern todi him de next dny and cavried him

to de pega.De pega wuz Lfour stakes drdve in de ground. Hed wuz mede to
pull off ewer thang but his pants and lay on his stpmachbetwwen des peﬁ1

while some body dirapped his legs and srms to & peg. Ben dey whupped hin
til de blood rTun from him lack he wug a hog. Dey made nll uv de a

come and gee 1t, mnd dey sald we would git de some thang if we wuz ceut

. (cenght), Dey dont £Low(allow) er man ter whup er horsge lack(like) dey
whupped ue in dem days, A

After my mammy come whar I wagz 1 helped her wid her work. Her task
wuz too hard fer any ¢ne person. She had ler serve as mald ter mr. White'a
daughter, cock fer all uv de hands, spin and card four ocutg uv thread ar
day and den wash, Dare(theérc) wnz one hurmerd(bundred) snd forty-four
threads to de cut,If she 4idn' git all uv dig done ghe got fifty lashes
dat night. Many er night le ond her would spin end card so she could git h
her tesk de next day. No matter whut she had to de de next dasy ghe would h
have to git dem four cutn uv thrend, aven on wesh day.Wash day wiz on
wednesday. My mothar would have to Yaxe ae cloase{clothes)er bout.three
quarters uv er mile to de branch whar de washin yuzto de done, She didnt
have né wach hoard lack(like) dey have to-da{' she had er paddle thet she
beat de close(clothes) wid, Ever body knowed{knew) when wash day wue '
cause dey could hear de¢ paddle fer er bout three or four milesypow~ pow-
ow" , ‘date how it eocunded, She had to iron de close(clothes) de same day

at ahe washed and den git dem four cuts uv thread, Lots uv times ghe fail
to git em and got de fifty lashes, One day when "Tom White'! wuz whuppin!
Awhipping) her she sald, {aof it on Masser(master) White cauge I am goin
to tell de Yankeeg when dey come, When m got through gpimnnin' de
‘dloth she had to dye 1t. She used ghu-make berries, indago, bhark from
adme trces,and dor wuz some kind uv rock det she got red dye from, De
close(clothes) wouldn' fade neether(neither). ‘

De white fokes(folks) didn' learn us to do nottin'(nothing) tut work.
Dey sald dat we wuzn't spose(suppose) ter know how ter read and write,

If we wuz caut(caught) lookin' at er book dey would whup us. Daor wuz one
feller(fellow) dat learned to read and write Gurin slavery,His name wuz
BE.C. White., He had to carry de chilluns books to school fer dem and go
back after dem, His young masser(master) taught him ter read and write
un-He -nowence (unknowingly) to his father and de reet uv de slaves,

Weo didn' have no whar to go except to church and we Aid4n' git no pleasure
out uv it ceuse wo wuzn't 'J_.awed?albow’ed) to talk from de time we left hom
til we got beck,If we vient to church de drivers went wid us.We didn' have
no church we went to de white fokea's(folks')church,

After ole Ned got soch(such) er terrible beaten fer Erawin Tei
freedom he slipped off amd went to dd north.He joined de Unlon Army. After
he got in de army he wrote to masser Tom,In his letter he had des words:

I am lgylin down mister, and gittin up m_a,steni meaning thet he
went 1o bed when he felt 1like it and got up when he pleased to. He told
Tom White that if he wanted him that he wug in th army and that he could
come after him., He kndwed(knew) that masserTom couldn' git him 1g why he
said fer him to cgome after him. After ole Ned had got to de north, the
odder(other) hands begin ter watch fer er chence ter git ter slip off..
Dis ceused trouble, cause er many er one wuz ceught and bought(brought)
back,Dey knowed(knew)the penalty thet they would bave ter gay, and dis
caugsed some uv dem to git deagemta reether(rather) than ter take er
beaten dey would choose ter fight hit out til dey wuz able ter git er
way or die fore dey would ‘take de beaten,
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Lots uv times when dd patterollers(patrollers) would git sfter de
slaves dey would have de worse fight,sometimes de patterollers
(gatml‘-lera) would git killed. After de war I saw Med, and he told me
thot the night thet he left the patterollers runned him fer four daya.
He sny de way he 414 ter keep dem from ketchin(catching) him wus, he
went into de woods, He knowed thet they wui goin ter lock fer him &o
he plarmed how ter git er way . De patterollers come in de woods lookin
fer him. He jest got er tree on dem and dan follered(followed) dem,
Dey figured dat he wug headin fer de free gtates,sde dey headed dat way
too, Ned sald thet he Jest follered dem fur(far) as dey could go den
he clambed(clinmbed) & tree, Doy turned or round and cole back and Ned
went on wid out any troudle miuch. De patterollere use ter be bad, Dey
would run de fokes(folka) ef dey wuz cmught cut after eight oclock in
de night, dat ia ef dey didn' have no pass from de Masser{master).

er de days work wugz done there vugn' anK thang fer de slaves ter
do but go ter bedjjif it wuz on er wednesday night they went ter prayer
medtin(meeting). There wuz er rule thet we had ter be in de.bed by nine
o'clock, Ever(every)night de drivers come round ter make ehore(sure). dat
we wuz in de bed. I heerd(heard) tell uv de fokes (folks) goin ter bed
and den §£ttin(getun$) up and goin er way ter some odder plenation
(plentation)., On Entu'dey de hands worked til noom., Dey had de reat uv
de time to work their gardens, Every femily had er garden uv deir{their)
own, On satu'day nighta the slaves could frolic fer er while. Dey would
have parties some time, end have whiskey and home-brew fer de serving,
On sundays we didn do any thang bui lay er round ond sleep, cause we.
didn leck(like) to go to church.On Christinas we 414n' Qo thang. We.
didn have to do no work, no more'n feed de stock and do de little work
er round de house, When we got through wid dat we had de rest uv de day
Lo run round vhere ever we wanted to go, Course we had to git permission
from de masser(master). ;

De ovmers uv de slaves use to give corn shuckin parties, and invite-
slaves from odder(other) planationa{plantetions). Dey would fmvo plenty
uv whigkey and other stuff to eat. De slaves would shuck corn and eat and
drink, Dey use to give cotton pickin's de same way. All uv dis went on
at night. Dey had jack-1lights in de cotton patch fer us to see hy. 1
De lights vuz made on er forked stick and moved from place to place as |
we picked cotton. De corn shuckin wuz done at de barm, and dey didn' have'
to have de lights so dey could move dem from piace to plece, |

De only games dat I played when I wuz young wuz marbles and ball. :
I uae to aing er few aongs dat I heard de older fokes sings .

Cecegs ladies thank they mighty gremd, - |

Settin at de table,coffee pot uv rye, 4

O'ye Rebel union band, have these ladies understand !

‘'We leave our country 'ﬁo meet you uncle sam. :

Dese songs wuz er tout de soldiers and de war. There wuz one bout ole !
General Wise thet went: :

' Ole General Wise wuz er mighty man, .
And not er wise man either,
It took forty yards uv cloth to make er uniform,
To march in the happy lend uv camsan, . g

Chorust Ha~ha, ha-ha, the south light is comin,
Charge boys, charge, this battle we mset have,
.To march us in the happy land uv canaain.
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There wug er song er bout general Roddy too:

Run ole Roddy through Tuscumbia, thivugh Tuscumbia,
We go marchin' on. )

t Glory, glory hallelujaeh, glory, glory hallelujah
Glo'ry: glory hallelu.jéh,ae we éo marchin on. ’

Ole Roddy's coat wuz flyin' high, Ole Roddy's coat wug fluin high
Till 1t almost touch de aky,we go marchin on, --Chorus

I wuz a pretty big boy when de war broke ocut. I remember seein the
Yankees ¢roos big bear creek bridge one day. All uv da soldiers crossed
the bridge but one ;he stayed on the other side til all the rest had
got cross, then he got down off his horse and took a bottle uv
eomething and strowed it all over de bridge,denh he lighted a match

to it and follerdd the rest uv the soldiers, In a few minutes the
Rebel soldiers come to de bridge to cross but it wuz on fire and dey
had to swim across to de other side. The Rebels wus aftor the Union
soldiers, I went home and told my mother that the Rebel soldiers wuz -
chasein’ the Union soldiers, and that I had gseen the Uniocm soldiers
cross de bridge and Aden dat cne uv dem had poured some water on de brid
dge and set it a-fire. She laughed and sald, son dont you know that

vater wont make a fire, that mast have been turpentine or oil,
I remember one day mr.Tom wuz havik' a big harbecue fer the Rebel
soldiers there in our yard.There wuz & big roarin' down ob 'the ad1itary
road, Three men rode up to de gate and come on in, Dey had on blue |
coats,and jest as soon as de Rebels saw them they .all rumned to the
woods. In a bout five minutes the yard wuz full of blue caats, They
ate up all of the food that the Rebels had beon eatin'. Tom White had
1o run away t00 to keep the Yankeegf from gittin' him, Fore de Yankées
come,de white fokes(folks) took all uv their clothes -and hgng them In 1
. the colored fokes cabins, and told the colored fokesg to tell the ;
Yankees that they were their clothes. They told us to tell them that _ |
they had been good to us and that we liked to live wid them on the ‘
plantation., !
The day that we got news that we wuz fres, mr. White called us §#é-
niggera to The house, He snld, you are all free, just as free as I am,
now go and glt yer self gomevwhar to gtick yer heads. Just as soon as
he hed finighed, my mother hollered cutj thate enough fer er yerlin |
(yearling) . She struck out cross the field to mr.Lee Osborm's, to git
er place fer me and her to stay. He paid us seventy-five cents er
day. Nother wuz pald fifty cents and I wuz peld twenty-five cents. He
gave ug our dinner along wid the little wages.After the crop wuz gather
ed fer that year, me and my mdther cut and hanled wood fer mr.Oabomn.
We left mr, Osborn that fall end went to mr. John Rawline. We og:nde er
share crop wid him. We would pick two rows uv cotton and he would pick
$wo rows. We would pull two rows uv corn znd he would pull two rows.’
He furnished us wid food and er place to stay. We would sell our = -
cotton and corn and pay mr. John Rawlins fer feedin' ug. After we left
mr, Rewlins we moved wid mr, Hugh Nelson; we made & share orop wid him,
We kept moving and making ghare crops until we saved up eno money .
to rent us a plece and make a crog fer our selven, We did falrly well
at this until the Ku Klux gotl so bad anfter the colored people. Then we
hed Lo move back wid mr. Nelson fer protection., The men thet took usg in
wuz, union men they lived here in the south but they never took part in
de slave businesa, They alwags gave us protection from the poor whité
fokea. The Ku Klux threatened to whip mr. Nelson cause he Yook up fer
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the colored folkg. Heap uv nights we would hear uv the Ku Klux .comin'
and leave home, Home times we wuz scared not to go and scared to go
away from home, cause we wuz afrald that they might catoh us before
we could make {t Yo some of the white folks house. Cne day I borrowed
a gun from Ed. Davia to ga s_%uirrel anting. When I got resdy to take
the gun back hams I didn' unlond 4t like I had alwags been doin., That’
night the Xu Klux called on mr. Bd. to whip him, They told him to open
the door. He went and shtarted to open the door, when he heard one of
them say, shoot him time he gits de door open. Well he eaye to them
wait till I can light the la.n?;he slipped and got the gun that I had
left loaded, and got down on hle knees and stuck the shot gun throulh
the log and pulled the trigger, He hit Newt Dobbea in the stomach un.
killed him, Well he couldn' Btaqc around Burleson aty more. He camd ta -
mr, Neleon and gol enough money to gii to Pine Bluff,Arkansas., The Ku
Klux got bad shore(sure) nouf(encugh) then, They wen{. to killing negroés
emg white folks too. Easpeclally those that helped the colored people
out, ' '
N I married Kizil Drumgoole. Reverend W, ¢, Northeroes pérformed the:
ceremory. Lhere wuznt any body there tut the witneas andm me and Kizi,~
I hed three song. All uv them is dead but one, and that is Hugh,. He hes
scven chillun. He worksa on the rellef, ' _ ' D

Abe Lincoln waz as nobler man as ever walked, He freed the glaveg
in order to gave the union, but that wuz alright, God works in mysterous
ways, his wonders to perform. Jeff Davis wuz as smart er man as Yyou . éver
went to see, Durin the war he shired his horse in such a way that he lda
ed like he wuz goin one way and would be goin a nothdr., Bookeér T. 4id -
one uv ‘the greatest things that could have beén done, he established an’
inatitution fer the negro boys and girls to prepare themselves fer to
meet the hard ghips uv the world,

Slavery wouldn'uv been so bad, but the folks made it so g selling
negroes fer hijh prices, and uv corge the folks had to try to git their|
moneys worth ocut uv them, The chillun uv Israel wuz in hondage one time
and God sent moses to deliver them. Well I spose that God sent Abe
Lincoln to free the colored people. It wuz one uv the terriblest things |
that could have cxisted. But all things are done for gome good whether |
we are able to understand them or not. Slavery 1s a thing uv the past |
80 we might as well let 1t be andl look foward to the future. Right wi-ll!
always win, i

]
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' Week ending Aug.6, 1937. ’ Mary-A. Pools,
‘ B8<260 Tdentification No.0l 9-4366
B=200 e@eral Writerat Prn% ct,Dist,. 2,

WEA Projeot 3609 Liobile, "Ale.
UHARLIE AARONS EX-SLAVE s BAYB HE LOVED
YOUNG MARSTIR JOHN,
(Written by MAry 4. Pools.)

Some fricnds driving to Oak Grove, Ala., geve. tie
wiriter the opportunity on August 4th to interview an old ox-slave,
Oharlie Aarons, who is quite. veuerable in appearance, and vho, when

; ~ asked his age, repliedi | |

“"fadem, I dont know but I eure been ‘round here long |

tite", end whon asked how old he was at the time of the Surrender d
. |
he enawered:

9T was a men able to do @ man's work a0 I 'spects I was

- - . o

eighteen or "tw‘ent;y years old,
Unole Cherlis &s he 1s known among his own color and the.
white people who Luow. him, told the writer he was born at Potors-
burg, Ve., and his perents; Aaron and Louisa, were owned by a Mr,
J.Hdmite, who had a stors in the oity, but no plantation, His !
parents hed three children,iwo bay? and oms girl, and when bnole.

Charlls was about ten yeors of age, he was sold by lir. Whito to a
‘speoulater named Jones who brought him to Moblle, He recalled i
being placed on tha blook at the slave mart on Royel and Btate streets
| and tho anxlsty of hearing. the different people bldding for him,
and deing finally sold to a lir. Jason Harrls, who 1lived noa:.;

Newton Station in Jagper County, Miss,

Unole Oharllie never saw or heard of his parents or
brothers end slster agaln and naver lmew what beoame of them,
Unole Charlie said Mr. Harris was a pretty rough master,

*

end samewhat 0lose, All rations wers welghed out and limited. He

Document 3: "Charlie Aarons, Ex-Slave," Federal Writers' Project Slave
Narratives - Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 1.
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Weok ending Aus.s, 1937. ° ) Mary A, Poole,
8=260 Tdentification No.0145-4366

8-200 Federsl Uriters® ProjootDist.2 |
. WPA Projoot 3609,Mobils, Ala, |

OHARLI AARONS, HX~SLAVE, SAYS HE LOVED
YOUNG MARSTHR JOEN. |
(Written by Mery A. Poole,) ,
hed & white overseer end & Hegro driver, who wes the meenest of all.:
Mr. Jason Harris had about sixty slaven, and a large
plantation of a hundred aores, the men and women worked in the
flelds from six to slx, except on Saturday, when they had half day
boliday to clean up gener_aliy. .
The home of the Harris family was & large two story -
house and the quarters were the regular log oabins with olay
' chimneys, .The:f sonksd in thelr onbﬁin,s, but during ths busy season
in the fields thelr dimners.were seat out to them, each slave
having his own tin pall ﬁrkad with hls name. Vater would be sent
out in e barrel mounted on. en OX cart, ’
The old men and wanen ldoked after the ohildren of the.
slaves whils their patenta worked 1m the flelds.
When the writer asked Unele Uharlie, if his master or
miatress .over taught him to read or write, ke amiled and said:
“No, madam, only to wWork". )
s"?'non asked if theoy hed afxy apecial festivities at
christmas or eny other holiday, he replisd:
"No, we had no special 'Jol:tfieétipna“v.
'éaturday nlghte they could sing gn‘d dﬁnoe in the Quarters
and have prayer mestings, then on aoms Sundays, they .could hitch '
' up the mules to & big wagon and sll go to the whits folks church;
and agalin there would be oamp maﬁetinga held and the slaves from
all the surrounding plantations would attend, going to s'ame in

Document 3: "Charlie Aarons, Ex-Slave," Federal Weriters' Project Slave
Narratives - Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 2.
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|fleek ending Aug.6, 1937+ - Mary A. Poole, T
| 8e260 ) Idantifi.oation N0, 0149-4366
-B=200 _ Fodoral Writers! Project,Dist.2.

WP Profect 3609, Mobils, .Ala.
GHARLIE AARONS, EX-SLAVE, SAYS HI
" LOVED YOUNG MARSTER JOHN.
' “('comf:ile'd, by Mary A. *Pooie.")
these large wagons, sometimss having four mules to e wagon, They then
_would héve a Jolly time along the waf. singing and oalling to ome
enother, and making friends.
’ Uncle Charlie, said, ha drove many a load of cotton in.
the large mule wagons from Newton Station to Enterprise, Misaissippl..
When asked if that wasn't & chence to run eway; hs
~replied: ’
' "git away, why Madem, those nigger dogs would track you:
and all you'go% wes & beati’ng.i'

‘Uncle Charlie seemed to look off in the distanoce and
gald, you know, Madem, I never sew & glave rebuked until I oemo to
Missiselppl, md I Just oouldn't understand at firat, but ‘he, grinned
and sald; "Lordy, Mndam, sote of those niggers were onery, tco, and
a nigger driver was a 4drivor sure enou@x."

When the m‘aer'e gon John Harrla weat to war, Charlie
went with him so his body guar.&, end when asked what his dutles were,
he replied: |

"I looked after Marster John, tended the horses and
the tents, I recalls woll, Madam, the sisge of Vieksburg.”

" ghe.writer then asked him if he wasn't afreid of the
ot end dhell all aroundhim, L. T3 'Li '

"o, Medem," he replied, " I kept way in the vack whare
‘the camp was, for I d:.dn't 1ike to fesl “the earth trembling 'meath

ny feet, dut you see, hmnam, 1ovad young. Merster John, end ha loved
Document 3: "Charlie Aarons, Ex-Slave," Federal Writers' Project Slave

Narratives - Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 3.
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'.Weekﬂending Aug.6, 1937, . . Hery A, Poole, ) “ 1
§-260" ] dontification No,0149-4366

'8=200 Foderal Writers' Projoot;Dist.2. |
WPA Project 3609, Mobile, Ala,

CHARLID AARONS, EX-SLAVE, SAYS HE
' 'LOVED YOUNG MARSTER JOHN,
(Compiled By Mery A Foole. )
mg, and I just had to watoh over that boy, and he ceme through ell
right,”

|

Uncle Charlie said when they were told the Yankees weie
coming through from their headquartars in Meridiem, Mississippi, and
warned of their raids, they sll made to the swamps and staid until |

B they had passed on, dut that the Yankees did noi; dlsturb the Jeson
" Herris plantation. '

After the Surrender Oharlie came to Mobile and worlked
av the Yankee Oemp, living in the' quarters located in Holly's Garden..
He drove their wagons and was paid $14.00 a month end hie he;p.'

After hin discharge he worked on steemboats and followsd different.
lines of work, being employed for severul years at Mr, M.L.Davis'

saw mill, end ls av presont living on the Davis place at Oak Grp:t'e‘.
Ala., un‘ old Southern home, with quarters originally built for the ’
employees of the mill end still knovn oo the "quarters®, and 1like

other ante-bellum homes they have their pr:vafze'bnryiné ground on

tha place, ‘ ‘

Uncle Cherlia was married four times, but now a widower,
"He had ;t‘our 6h11dren; two boys who. are dead, and ‘-two girls, ome
Carrie Johnson, & widow, living in Kushlae, Ala,, and the other, Ella
Aarous, & grasa widow, living in Mobile, Ala, '

Unole Oharlie says he saw Jeff, Davis as an 0l4 men,

.after the war at Misaissippi City ifss,, and then hia face 1lit up, ‘
and ho Bald; “"Wait a minute, Madem, I sqw auother president, let me

-

Document 3: "Charlie Aarons, Ex-Slave," Federal Writers' Project Slave
Narratives - Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 4.
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Week eandiinyg A.ug 6, 1937. o Mary &. Poole,
8-260. Identiﬁ.oatinu Ko.0148-4366
B8+-200 Pederal Viriters' Proleot,Dist,.2;
. WPA Projeot 3609,. Mobile Ale s
CHARLIE AARONS, EX-SLBVE. SAYS HE
"LOVED YOUNG MARSTER JOHN.
(Compiled By Mary A. Poole.)
think,- Yos, Madem, I saw President Graut." *He oame through Mobile

‘from New Orleans, and ny} <thevre was a big ;Sa‘r&de that day."

Vhen asked ebout Abrahém Lincoln, Unole Cherlie thought
awhile, ond answored: |

. o
"foccording to what was isaued out in the Bible, there:

© was a time foraslaver.y. people hud to be punished for thelr ailm, and

then there wans a vims for it not to bo, and the Lord had opened a
good view to My. Linocola, and be promoted e .gocd'zﬂeaa!'

Uhen he was asked about Booker T.Washington ho repliade

» It was traversed out to him until the white folks took.
part with him end helped him oarry on."

Unecle. Charlie thinks thmﬂp‘meent day folks are bad and
wicked, end dont realize enything like the old folka,

Charlie 1s a Baptist, became oms when he sought the
Lord and thinks all people should be religious.

BIBLIOGRAPHY: Personal ooatact with Unole Charlis Asrons,
0ak Grove, Ala, ' )

Document 3: "Charlie Aarons, Ex-Slave," Federal Writers' Project Slave
Narratives - Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of
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b Aldce L. Barton, ] 0)'. |
! Butaw, Alabama. E S ;
DOLPH PARFAM—weBX=GLAVE.

Dolph Parhan was born edghty=five years ago, near Xnoxvilie, Ala:, -
in Orgone Gounty. He now livos at tho Oreene Jounty homo and has boen |
there for many years. The ¢ld exesdlave 10 totally dlind, |

Hed and T41da Parham weio his parents. They were also born nea:-‘
Knoxville, Alabama

Dolph was a emall Doy during elavery days. Hio Job was to drive x
-and watoh the dows and hslp carry tho water for the Eig House.

"*1 wore honemxdm spun olothes made by iy “a and my Mlstida," nald
| Dolph, Ho wore brass tosd shoos that wns out grown by the master's :
" ohildren. BSame winters he 444 not have any sghoas, |

baorg@ Parham, the master and Sylvia Parham the miattadan. ;

:
2
t

"Lagter George shore was g00d to me, but he bdolieved in de whippin®
ir 1 &14n't work,"* says Dolph.
lir. Goorgo Perham'e plantation was not very large, about one hifis
dred and fifty aores., Twanty olavea worked this plantation.
Theo slaves had $o got up 4n the mornings in time %o get their
~‘broakfast, feed the stook and he » be ready to go to the field aa doon
as 4% wao light onough for them to nes the master would wake the slaves
by colling at thelr dnox;.
There waa not e ohurch on the plantation. The master and family
went to ohureh in tho wagons and the 8laves walked behind,
 Mp. George Parham wan a deotor and always osred for hie slaves well.
Dolph novor marricd. He oontimned to 1ive with his maater after |
the war.

Document 4: "Dolph Parham - Ex-Slave," Federal Writers' Project Slave
Narratives - Greene County, WPA Records, Box 5, Alabama Department of
Archives and History, Montgomery, Alabama.
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‘ M‘“‘Saret Fowler J,r e«««(/zz';"A W;L*

(o Seatsel el ]
.
Jack Kytle, ¢ Sl ,

Dem Daye Wug Hell ' °

, ‘Delia Garlic lives -at 45 Btone Street, Montgquﬁyn
| and inslets the 1s 100 years old. Unlike many of the old Negroes of the

f 3 b Y ' h , .

' South, she has no good worda for alavery days or the old mmaoters,

‘declaring! “Dem,daye wiz hell.?

Bhe sat on her front porch and asgalled ‘the faking
of young children from mothers and selling thom in differcnt. parto of
the country.
. ' 17 wuz growed.up when de war come," she saild, "an'

. ! wuz & mother befo! 1tés}ospd, Bables wuz Anatched from dair mother'e
breas! an' sold. to speo?lators. Ghilluns wuz separated from aisgters an'
‘brothore an' naver saw sach other agin.
Fl "Oouree dey cry} you think dey not ory vhen dey wuz
i~uold lak oattle? I could tell you 'bout 1t all day, but even den you
[ souldn't gueso de nwfulnees of it.
' "It's bad to belong to folks dat own yau aoul an'
body; aéﬁ’ﬁz; tie you'up to 2 tree, wid yo' face to 4 tree an' yo!
| armaffaeé:nad tight aroun' 1t; who take a long ourlin' whip an' cut
" e blood ever! lick.
'Folks o mile away could héar dem awful whippings.
Doy vuz a turrible part of 1ivin!." |
Delia gaid ehe was born.at Povhatan, Virginia, and |
we the youngeat of thirtaan ¢hildren. ;

Document S: "Dem Days Wuz Hell," Federal Wnters Project Slave Narratives -
Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 1.
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; _ °T never asced any of my brothere an' sistera
;'oept brother William," she said. "Him an! ‘mofhor an' me wug brought
gin & speculator's drove to Richmon' an' put in a warchouse wid a ' ‘
| drove of other niggers. Den we wuz all put on a blodk an' eol! to do |
: highes' bidder.

, der i
iwuz sold to a man by thhpame of Carter, vho wuiz de eheriff of de ‘

'|oounty.

' 9
“I never sepd brother William a%%n. Hammy an' me

‘No'm, dey war'nt no good times af his houge. He

; wux-a widower an! hie daughter kept house for him: I hursed for her, an'
' ona day I wuz playin' wid de badby. It hurt itoc 114'1 han' an! commenced
“to ery, an'! ghe A@%xvhirl on mo, pick up & hot iron en' run 1t all '
"down my arm an' han', It took off &e flesh when she done 1t. .
’ "Atter avhile, marster marrgnd.aé&n; hut things j
war'ng no better. I oeed hia wife hlackin' her eyebrows wid smut one
\dayf ao I thought I'd blaock mine Jest for fun. I rubbed come smut on
imy eyebrows an' forgot to rub 1t off, an' che koitched me. She waz
'powerful mad an' yalled: 'You blaok dovil, I'll show you how to moek
. your betters.!

“Den she piock up a stick of stovewood an' flaile it
agiﬁ;py head. I dildn't know nothint more 't111 I cowe to, lyin'! on |
‘de floor. I heard de mistus say to one of de girls: 'I thought her f
"thick skull and cap of wool could take 1t better than that,!

UI kapt on atayin' dere, anf one night de marster come

in drunk an' set at Ge table wid hies head lollin'! aroun'. T wusz wailtin'

on de teble, an' he look up an' nge me. I wup slteered, an' dat made him

.

Document 5: "Dem Days Wuz Hell," Federal Writers' Project Slave Narratives -
Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 2.
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awful mad. He called dar oversser sn' tol! himt *Pake her out aﬁ"beat'

+

goms sense in her,! A

"I begin to cry an! run sn! run An dc night; bt fiinally I .

run back by de quarters an!’ heard mammy eallin'! meos I went in, an!

raght away day oome for ne. d horee wos gtandin' in front of de house,
é.n‘ I wuz took day very night to Richmon' an' aold to a apeculatox-

¥

;agin. I pever secd my mammy afymore.
A

“I hone thought wady tlnee through all dese years how dammy
looked dat night. She prsssed my han' in bofe of ‘hers .an! saids 'Bg

good an' trus' in de Lawd.!

"Trustin' wae de only hop'e' of -da pore bluck eviﬁt_ers in dem

daya. Us Jest prayed fer strength to endure it to fe enf. Wo Aldn't

‘epect nothin' but to stay in bondage 't1ll weo dded.

"I was sol' by de speculator to a man in MoDonough, Ua. I

 don't ré&ollfpt his name, but he was openin' a big hotel at MoDonaugh,

an® bought me to wait on tables. Dut when e time come aroun' to pay

for rne, his hotel done fall. Don de Atlanta man dnt bought de hotel

. bought me, too; 'Fol long, gough, I wae eol' to a man by de name of

. Gurlic, down in Loulsiana, an' I stayed wid him 'till I was fréed. I

‘wan a regular fiel! han', (pisiith plowin' an! hoein' an' choppin'

~ oco%ton,

Ue heard talk -G 'bout de war, but us didn't pay ho

Ftantion. Us never Areamed dat fraefom would sver comes"

Delia was. ag¥ed 1f the 8laves ever had any parties or dances

: ‘on her plantation.

' dat. Us dian't have no oclothes for goin? ‘rcuﬂ. T nover had a under-s

Holm, " sha replied, fig ALAn't have no partiems nothin' lak

Document 5: "Dem Days Wuz Hell," Federal Writers' Project Slave Narratlves -
Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 3.
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ohirt until jeot befo! my first chil' was borned. I never had nothin!

but a ghimmy an' @ slip for & deess, an' it wuz madGe out'eh. do cheapss!

oloth dat could Lo Lought; unbleachod cloth, wemmerrcosrse, but nafe

to las'. ;
g d4dn't know nothin' cept to work. Us wum up by threé or

gour in &e mornin' an! aimx"_y{md,y got dey somethin' to eat in de Xitohen,

Dey didn't give us no way to cook; hor nothin' to cook in our oabing.

~ Scon a8 us dvessed ug W de kitchen. an' got our piace of cérn-

{ bread. Dey wusn't evon o salt in Lt Gen Les! yoans. Dat pLoce. of
cornbtircad-Jw wuz 'all us ha& for ‘brﬂakfue' un! for suppor, ua\had Ge
seme. '

"For-dinnar us had boiled vittles: greens, peas gn! o ome=
times beans. Ooffee? No'm, us never knowed nothin® 'hout coffee.

' “One-mornin' I 'membors I had started to de fiel', an' on
de way I loa' my piace of bread. I didn't ¥know what to do..I atarted
back to try to fin' 1t, ah' it.was too dark to dso. But T walk Baok -

{ raght slow, an' had a dog dat wnlled wid me. He went on ahead, an'
atter avhile I come on him 1yin' dere guardin' dat pleoce of bread. He
never touched it, 8o I gived him some of it.

"Jus' befo' de wor I married & man nahmed Ohatfield from
another plantation; but he was took off to war an' I .never sced him : i
ugir\. Attor avhile I married a %oy on de plantation name& Miles Garlic. g
"Yag'm, Yason Garlic had two boys in de war. When dey went
off @¢ Hasen an' mintws cried, but it msde us glad to see dom ory. Doy
mede us ory 6o much.
"When we knowed we wuz frae, sverybody wanted to 'gj,t,

out., Ds rule vz dat if you ptayed in yo'! orbin -you eould keep it,

Document 5: "Dem Days Wuz Hell,"” Federal Writers' Project Slave Narratives -
Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 4.
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but if you 19f"_. you log' 1t. Miles wut workin! at Wetumpka, an'! he
elipped in an' out B0 us could kesp on livin' in de cabin.
%y secon' baby sooh coma, an' raght den I mnde up my
min! to go to Wotpmpka q'ilgre Miles wue workin! for Ade ratlvrosd., I
went on down dere en' #8 sottledsmmms dowm.
PAtter Miles died, I Lived dd@re long as I oould an'
~ Gen ocome to Montgomery to live wid my mon. IV se. eatin' vhite bread
-"now, an' hovin' do best time of my life. But when 48 Lavd say, 'Delin,

well done; come up higher,' I'l) be glad to go.!

- o

Document 5: ""Dem Days Wuz Hell," Federal Writers' Project Slave Narratives -
Mobile County #6, WPA Records, Box 6, Alabama Department of Archives and
History, Montgomery, Alabama, page 5.
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Lesson 3: Point of View: Accounts of Former
Slaveholders

1. Background Information for Teachers:

Slavery is most often studied from the point-of-view of the slaveholder, since written
records are numerous. This lesson studies slavery from the view of slaveholders. James
A. Tait was a wealthy slaveholder in Wilcox County, Alabama. He recorded notes about
his slaves, including births and family relationships, in a memorandum book. He also
recorded his thoughts and advice to his children on the management of slaves and his
plantation.

We can also learn about slavery from the point-of-view of slaveholders through
interviews done in the twentieth century. In 1912 Herman Clarence Nixon sent
questionnaires to former slaveholders and their children as he was preparing a study on
slavery in Alabama. The questionnaire solicited information on slaves' housing, clothing,
food, employment, family life, education, entertainment, religion, morality, treatment by
their owners, escapes, punishment, emancipation, and relationships and attitudes toward
free Negroes and nonslaveholding whites. Nixon was born in 1886 in Calhoun County,
Alabama and he died in 1967. Nixon was an author, educator and sociologist, who is best
remembered as a member of the Vanderbilt (or Nashville) Agrarians and for his active
role in Southern social politics of the 1930s and 1940s.

For more information on Nixon see:

Sarah Newman Shouse, Hillbilly Realist: Herman Clarence Nixon of Possum Trot. The
University of Alabama Press, 1986.

2. Learning Objectives:
Upon completion of this activity, students should be able to:
1. Describe the housing and living conditions of slaves.

2. Describe the concerns of slaveholders in regard to health and well being of
their slaves.

3. Describe the type of clothes slaves wore and food they ate.
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Explain the difference in the types of work performed and the status of
each.

Describe the treatment of slaves by their masters.
Analyze the importance of religion in the lives of slaves.

Analyze and explain the differences of treatment of slaves from one
plantation to another.

3. Suggested lesson:

1.

2.

Make copies of Documents 1, 2, 3, and 4.

Distribute copies of Document 1 to each student and ask them to read the

' questions.

Divide the class into three groups and assign a different document to each
group. Instruct each group to read their document and answer the
following questions:

a. Was the correspondent conscientious in answering the questions?

b. Consider the time period when the questions were answered.

c. How old was the correspondent at the beginning of the Civil War?

d. Compare the answers with the descriptions of slavery given in
Lesson 2.

e. Compare the answers with the descriptions of slavery in your
textbook.

f. Locate DeKalb County, Wilcox County, East Lake, on an Alabama
map.

g. Compare the treatment of slaves on large plantations with those on

smaller farms. (In the 1850 U. S. Census a person who owned
more than 50 slaves was identified as a planter; persons owning
fewer than 50 slaves were identified as farmers.)

h. Discuss possible reasons that former slaves might return to the
plantation after they were emancipated.

Ask the students to write a story from the point of view of a former slave
making the decision to return to the plantation or to make a new life away
from the plantation.

Make copies of Documents 5 and 6. What do these notes tell us about 19th
century views on health, medicine, and sanitation?
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DOCUMENTS:

Document 1: "Slavery Questionnaire," H.C. Nixon Responses to Questionnaire
on Slavery, LPR91, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/
lesson3/doc1.html

Document 2: "O.J. McCann letter," H.C. Nixon Responses to Questionnaire on
Slavery, LPR91, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/
lesson3/doc2.html

Document 3: "J.W. Winston letter," H.C. Nixon Responses to Questionnaire on
Slavery, LPR91, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/
lesson3/doc3.html

Document 4: "D.W. MclIntosh letter," H.C. Nixon Responses to Questionnaire on
Slavery, LPR91, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/
lesson3/doc4.html

Document S: "Regulations for the sickly season," James A. Tait Memorandum
Book, Tait Family Papers, LPR35, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/
slavery/lesson3/doc5.html

Document 6: "Negro houses," James A. Tait Memorandum Book, Tait Family
Papers, LPR35, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama. Attached and at http://www.archives.state.al.us/teacher/slavery/
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B. . Turner
Beporter Fourth Judicial Ciceuit
Cambden, Alabama

.

Camden, Ala., April 1, 1913.

Ur. H. C. Hixon,

Merrellton, Ala.

My Doaxr Sir:-

Your fevur of recent dste received. [ take
pleasure in furnishing the following informstion re-
garding slavery.

CABINS AYD QUARTERS

The cabins were generally one- and two-roomed
They Wwere constructed of pine poles, had plenk windows
anf floors, end were ceiled.

Tha B8laves were required to make thairy own
fufniture. This wes plein, mude, and consisted mainly
of a table, bonohes, and & fow ohairo.

The ocebins had one end two rooms. ‘A sleve

- gamily was housed in a two-room cabin.
The rooms were ell ceiled up well, &nd ware
very comfortable in winter. .

CLOTHING, SHOES, ETC.

The slaves were furnlshed with good werm
cLothing which wes made of kerseys end osnaburg.

They were &llowdd four suits a year. These wers
made by the white women anl the negro seamsiresses on the
place. The "Ledy of the Vhite House" superintended the
making.

FOD

Their food consisted mainly of haeon, hread,
potatoss end peas.

3 1/2 to 4 poundn of moet was thoe &llowance
per weelXx. They hed little "extra patohes” which they
worked at 048 times snd made money to purchase extras.

Lthey 614 their cooking at night for the following
day. They gensrally ate their breskfast at hdme and scarried
thaeilr 8inner to the flelés in littls buclket.

WORK AT THE HOUSE, Iy THE FIBLD, IN TOWN, B£TC.

Their work was msinly ptoughing,nhoeing, and
splitting rails, and eny itind of work bhat would neturslly
be performed about a plantation. “he work hours was
from sun-up to sun-down. 'They were ellowed holideys st
Christmae and on 4th July.

Document 4: "D.W. McIntosh letter,” H.C. Nixon Responses to Questionnaire on
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B. 1. Tucner
Beporter Fourth Judicial Lireuit
Combden, Alabuma

2

The old, young, end infirm, 414 nothing mich;
but were well oered for.
*I xnow of no inotence of alaven working in cot-
ton faotoriee eta.
A Blave a1 from two to thres times as mush work
. a8 the average negro of todsy.
‘ The slaves todk grest intarest in tho master's wel-
fere. as 8 rule

MONEY MADE BY SLA¥RH

‘ The slaves made a little money from a "patch™
which they workefl whan they finlshed thelr task, hiut
they d4id not aocumulate anything.

I know of no osse where they bought their
freedonm.

The made cotton end produoe waioch they sold
to merchsents.

They were not rented out by their masters, dbut
somstimes as estete would put the sleves "on the block"
and ront them out.

I ao not know of sny instence where s sleve hired
hiattim% from ‘the master and worked out for wages ox by
contract,.

PAMLIY TIFPE OF STAVES

the marrisge cersmony wes perfommed then, as to-
day, 8 negro preacher officlsting.

The marriage relation was fairly wall ohserved,
end in some instences the negroes were true as the white
peoplo.

AWMUSBIENTS

. PBones were the main instruments used besides the
banjo end fiddle, also patting their hands.

EDUCATION

Hlost of tue teaching that wen done, was by the
white boys. A few of the slaves could read, bhut oniy a
very few could write. <they were very good at figuring
snd counting, as they generally had a good memory.

the dulattoes were smarter then the blacks, as e
ruls, though some of the purs negwoes showed remarkable
apti%ude.

RELIGION

The religion then was about the ssme &8s now. The
b minieter would resd out two lines and the oongregation
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would teke them up and oing. ' &
the negroes end white some times had separagte
charchas, but often the negrosse used the white's church
when they haed no eervicos. Alzo when the white's had
proaohing, a certain psrt wan set off for ths negroes

to use end they atlended freely. I have known com-
munities that hed nogro preschsr's, in abaence afnwhite
ministers. -

The Blaves as e ruls had thelir own negro proeschirs,

gome of them remarkable.
They celebrated the rites of heptism and communion.

Nearly all of the slaves sttended church.

there wae no Sunday School.

They belonged mostly to the Beptist and iletho-
dist ghurch.

HMORALITY

) thoy d4id not have @ high senme of moralivy. They
would steal, fight, drink, gsmbls gtc., ‘whenever a good

opportunity presented itself. ‘
Only & few of the sleve women were tirtuous, dut

gome were.

PATROL, PASSES, end KUN-A-TAYS

Passes were pgrented fox the slave to. go from one
| meoters premisesn to enother's. this w8 required all the \
; time by some, hut only & few. .
| ' imere it was requirod, it wes the patrols dunty (
$o seo that they had. their pssues, and wen they dia not
they wera given 8 1icking--£Lrom L& to 39 licko.

i A slave would cometimes run awey when thay feared
8 whipping from the master. rhay would take to the woods,
or hife with some other negro. Lt was vory neldom that
they tried to got entirely out of the conntry.

YREATRIENT OF SLAVIEY

: 4 the slaves were whipped for stealing mostly,
; pna for disobedlence, stealing, fighting, ete.
) ~he master or bverseer 6id the whipping. Nome-
! times the negroes did it.
| dost of .the mastdrs whipped their slaves, but
]' & few 41{d not. Swin HolIntosh naver whippedm his slaves.
’ It wag very seldom that a slave wes cruelly ‘troated
j by his ownexr. They were woll taken ocare, always had gond
|
E
)
|
|
i

and sufficient food and clothing.
I know of no instance where the community inter-
fered in any wey on account of bad treetment.
Only & small portion of the slaves were treated

vedly. 1 4ant recall, but Yhere were & good many in-
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B. H. Tucener

®eporter Foorth Judicinl Ciccuit
Cambden, Alabania

4

stancos where slaves showe remerkable devotilon for their
masters,

The slaves were punishad for orime then as nor.
nen sentenced to hang, the state relmbuzrussd the owned
to the extent of one-half the velue of oriminal.

Jometimes families were dAividéd by sals, end
division of ssteto, tut whenever poscible faulliss Ted
meined intast. It was only when 1t was impossilblo to
koep them togsther that they were divided.

The saick woro cared for just the same as were the
whites or master's femily. They were gonerally brought
up o the "White house" and well cared for Ly the owners,
Gootors provided, and ovory sttention given.

The mo%hers»and ohildren were well taiten caro of.
4 child wes worth about $109.00.

BIANCIPATION

A slave was omencipntod for faithful service,
or where there was a especial attachment botween maonter
and alave. :

I Jmow of no inmtance where omencipsted sleve
returrivd Yo voluntary servituda.

shors wore & few in thie commanity opposed to
glavery, but there were no plang made for gradusl emanoci-
pation, or colonisation.

o ineurroctions wers planned or suspected in
this neighhorhooa.

FREEq NICROES

Thoro was only one free negru in our community.
e made his living by brick masonry.

Did not mm own sny slaves,

No npocial regulations for frewe negro.

NOW-STAVE-HOIDING-VWHIZE

_ The condition of the poor white was shout the.
pame then, aB now.

I lived in'Wilcox O unty, Alelams, aml my snawers are
beses on conditiona as th8y there existed.

Yourc truly,

L

1“)o‘cumenvt;1: "D.W. Mclntosh letter,” H.C. Nixon Responses to Questionnaire on
Slavery, LPR91, Alabama Department of Archives and History, Montgomery,
Alabama., page 4.
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Document 5: ""Regulations for the sickly season," James A. Tait Memorandum
Book, Tait Family Papers, LPR35, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama page 1.
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~ Document 5: "Regulations for the sickly season," James A. Tait Memorandum

Book, Tait Family Papers, LPR35, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montgomery, Alabama, page 2.
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Document 5: Regulatlons for the snckly season," James A. Tait Memorandum
Book, Tait Family Papers, LPR35, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
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